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DEADLINES 
 
All intimations for inclusion in the Sunday Order of Service should be 
handed into, or emailed to, the church office by 9.15am on Tuesday 
mornings.  Please note this is a change from Thursday. 
 
Church email address:  staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk 
 
Items for the Winter edition of ‘Concord’ should be with the Editor  
by Sunday 1 November 2015 for distribution from 15 November 2015.   
   
Articles for inclusion in the magazine should be sent to the Editor at 
eunice.lacey@virgin.net 
 
Alternatively, you may hand them directly to Eunice or telephone her 
on 01383 745828. 
 

---o0o--- 
 
 
CHRISTIAN  AID  
 
Despite there being fewer walkers for the Forth Road 
Bridge Cross this year, the magnificent sum of £648 was raised for 
Christian Aid. Once again, many thanks to all who walked and to their 
generous sponsors. 
 
We raised £905.90 in our church Christian Aid collection this year, 
£700 of which was gift aided and brought our total contribution to 
about £1,080. Many thanks to all who contributed so generously. 
 
The Dunfermline House to House total for 2015 was £10,325.98, 
£1,000 more than 2014. 
 

Isobel Walker 

mailto:staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk
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August 2015 
 

From the Minister ..... 
 
 

 Dear Friends 
 
On Sunday 12th July we were contemplating the joys and 

opportunities of summer and thinking about how good, or not, we 

are at appreciating and taking advantage of the wonderful world God has provided 

for our enjoyment. We take so much for granted and often forget to ‘stop and stare’ 

at all the good things God has given us. Apart from the obvious wonders of creation 

that we were thinking about as associated with summer, we should sometimes ‘stop 

and stare’ at the people around us – at home, in church and in our wider experience 

of our community and world. God gives us each other as a special gift to enrich our 

lives, to share our joys and sorrows, to support and encourage us through all that we 

encounter in our human existence. Being part of the family of God is a privilege that 

we could and should want to share with other people. 

As you will see from a separate article about my study leave I have been 

contemplating our relationships as a congregation as well as individual church 

members as the basis for our way forward as a church. I have been helped by many 

hours of meetings with members of St Andrew’s Erskine, presbytery representatives, 

professionals from 121 George Street and many experts and church folk from 

around the country during my study leave. 

It has been good to be reminded that I and we are part of a bigger body of Christians 

than the number we meet on a weekly basis. It is good to take time to ‘stop and 

stare’ at those other members of the body of Christ who share our vision of building 

the Kingdom of God in our local areas.  

We have certainly been blessed by many people from outwith our immediate vicinity 

sharing their experiences and giving us support and encouragement in our own 

journey. 



  

Life never stands still - God is always calling us to move forward, trusting him to 

send us the right people at the right time to help us build his Kingdom. Please take 

time to ‘stop and stare’ and reflect what part God wants you to play in his plan. We 

all need each other to pray and reflect on our calling as Christians to be agents for 

change in our world, near and far from our base here in St Andrew’s Erskine. 

Think about how someone else may need your gifts, time and experience just now to 

help them cope with life.  

As we take up regular activities and look ahead at how we can follow God’s calling 

let us all take time to ‘stop and stare’ at the people around us and thank God for 

them and for ourselves.  

With my love and prayers 

 
 
 

 
---o0o--- 

 
 
The Kirk Session has been discussing our identity and how we 
communicate as a congregation.  
 
We agreed that a logo might help us to be recognised and, with the 
expert help of David Arneil, have decided on the logo you see here. We 
will be using it on headed paper and other official documents. 
 

 



  

SERVICES 
 

All services at 10.30am unless otherwise stated 
 
 

  6 September  Reader: Hilary Arneil   

13 September  Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Reader:  Louis Douglas   

20 September  Reader::   Christine Mitchell  

27 September  Reader:   Eunice Lacey   

  4 October  Reader: Jim Welsh     

11 October  Reader:  Elizabeth McCallum   

18 October  Reader:   Sheila Robinson   

25 October  Reader: Linda Russell    

  1 November  Reader:   Ian Mitchell    

  8 November  Reader: Lorraine Brown   

15 November  Reader:   Carolyn Simpson   

22 November  Reader: Isobel Walker  

29 November  Reader: Susan Bor  



  

WELCOME  TEAMS 

6 September, 25 October & 1 November   (Team 4) 

Banking  Margaret Young Sandra Stenhouse 
FWO   Dave Young  Jim Welsh 
Others   Hilary Arneil  Margo Kindness 
Laptop   Kirsten Russell   
Sound   Lorraine Brown 

13 & 20 September, 8 & 15 November   (Team 1) 

Banking  Jane Blackie  Eunice Lacey 
FWO   Ian Mitchell  Carolyn Simpson 
Others   Elizabeth McCallum Alasdair McCallum 
Laptop   Judith Dennis 
Sound   Keith Lacey 

27 September & 4 October, 22 & 29 November  (Team 2) 

Banking  Louis Douglas  Esther Monro 
FWO   Isobel Walker  Christine McWilliam 
Others   Susan Bor  Mary McCormack 
Laptop   Margaret Harding 
Sound   Ian Mitchell 

11 & 18 October      (Team 3) 

Banking  Alex Twaddle  Margaret Harding 
FWO   Myra Knust  Bill Stark 
Others   Maureen Smith  Linda Russell 
Laptop   Alan Willoughby 
Sound   Alex Twaddle 

Preparation and Serving Communion Elements 
(13 September) 

Isobel Walker*   Ian Mitchell 
Margaret Harding  Maureen Smith   
 
Would the person marked with an asterisk please supply the bread. 

 



  

PARISH  REGISTER 
 
Deaths 
 
“Jesus said ‘I am the Resurrection and the life.  Those who live and believe in me 
will never die.’”  John 11: 25, 26 
 
We record, with sympathy to their families and friends, the deaths of 
the following members of our community. 
 
Robert Macdonald        Lorimer Gardens 

Gordon Wallace             Lauder Street 

Ian Cochrane      Watson Crescent 
 
Annie ( Nan) Mitchell   Matthew Fyfe Home  

formerly of Shields Road. 

Certificate of Transfer 

John and Sheila Lyell have transferred their church membership to 

Auchtermuchty Parish Church. 

 

CRAFT  GROUP 
 
The Craft Group held a very successful Coffee 
Morning in June, and we were able to present a 
cheque for £350 to the church.  Our thanks go to 
everyone who supported this event.  A number of 
items remained unsold, and these will be available for 
sale again nearer Christmas.     

We resume our meetings on Thursday 27 August and, as always, we will 
be pleased to welcome new members any Thursday afternoon from 
2.30pm to 4.30pm. 

For further information, please contact Eunice Lacey on 01383 745828. 



  

KIRK  SESSION NEWS  
 
There is now a weekly Prayer Session prior 
to Sunday morning worship, and the Prayer 
Wall is almost full.  

We continue to pray for everyone. 
 
We have a new Pastoral Care Team and additional members to the 
Christian Education team.  They have new proposals for improving the 
way we do things, and details will follow later.   

We pray their plans come to fruition. 
 
The Church heating system is being renewed as this goes to print.   

We pray for a warm church this coming winter. 
 
The Presbytery Songs of Praise Service was a huge success; it was great 
to be in a full church!  (See also separate article.)   

We pray for all in Presbytery. 
 
All our old Church Record books prior to 1974 have been sent to 
National Registry Scotland for archiving.   

Give thanks for the past and pray for our future.  
 
As a follow up to our Stewardship Day we plan to have 
 

 an Open Day on 3 October   

 a Community Nativity  on  20 December. 
 
We pray for the groups that use the church, and that our local community will 
become involved. 
 
We still need to find a replacement Treasurer . 

We pray that someone can be found to take on this role 
 



  

Local Church Review ( LCR ) 
 
Presbytery’s LCR visiting team have sent us a copy of their report, 
which will be submitted to Presbytery in September.  
 
The first thing to say is that our church got a wonderful review from the 
Presbytery team, and we are absolutely delighted about this.  They were 
very impressed with our warmth of welcome, the way we work closely 
together, and our church attendance, which is nearly double the national 
average. 
 
They acknowledged strong leadership and support for our minister, 
who has created leadership and focus in a very committed congregation.  
 
Also acknowledged was a strong commitment to work together to 
deepen community and congregation connections and our efforts to 
develop the spiritual life of the congregation. 
  
They commended our enthusiasm and dedication. 
 
They listened to our concerns over Reviewable Tenure now that many 
churches in Presbytery have been granted Unrestricted Tenure to call a 
minister. They will ask Presbytery to reconsider our Five Year 
Reviewable Tenure status. 
 
Overall, they commended our minister and Kirk Session for their 
harmonious and effective work within our community, and for our 
innovative ideas and desire to engage with the wider church. 
 
They wished to encourage the congregation to continue to build  
their carefully thought out priorities and plans for future growth and 
development. 
 
Finally -  a huge Thank You to everyone for their input to this process.  
We should celebrate that we are doing a great job. 
 

Lorraine & Susan 



  

LADIES  GROUP 
 

We welcomed Betty Stratton to our May 

meeting for a cookery demonstration. This 

included several of her favourite recipes and 

some useful tips. We all enjoyed sampling her 

dishes. 

The June meeting was the final one for this season with the AGM and 

meal in the Glen Tavern. Due to the resignation of the chairperson, 

Theresa Williamson, Anne Russell was voted as her replacement. 

 

We also welcomed two new committee members  - Elaine Douglas 

and Avril Pringle. 
 

Mary McCormack  
THE  GUILD  
 
The Guild finished the session with an enjoyable outing to 
Linlithgow followed by High Tea. 
 
The new session begins on Tuesday 8 September at 2pm, 
when the annual subscription of £10 should be paid. 
 
The strategy for the next three years is “Be bold, be strong”, and the 
theme for 2015-2016 is “Go in Peace”.  We will also be supporting three 
new projects. 
 
A warm welcome is extended to anyone wishing to join our fellowship. 
 

Elizabeth McCallum 
 
LIFE  AND  WORK   
 
Copies of “Life and Work” are on the display stand in the 
church foyer.  Subscriptions by post are available – please see 
the magazine for details. 



  

FUNDRAISING 
 
The Coffee Morning held in May raised £507 for church 
funds. 

The congregational BBQ/Fun Day was enjoyed by all 
who took part.  A tremendous thank you to all who contributed, 
especially our chefs, Alan and Dougie, and the kitchen ladies.  Thank 
you all. 
 
Future Events 
 
28 August  Concert with Elaine Shorthouse and Friends 
   7.30pm 

26 September  Afternoon Tea with entertainment 
   2.30pm 

10 October  Family Film Show 
   4pm 

23 October  Concert with “Hillfoots Harmony” 
   7.30pm 

14 November  Coffee Morning 
   10am – 12 noon 
 

Esther Monro 
 
YOUNG  KIRK  CLUB 
 
The YKC closed with its Annual Prize Giving and 
Parents’ Evening.  A big thank you to our church 
friends who came along to support the children. 
 
The new session resumes on Wednesday 26 August at 6.30pm, when all 
Primary School children will be made very welcome. 
 

Elizabeth McCallum 
 



  

WORDS  OF  THANKS 
 
Jane and Alex Blackie write ...”Just to say thank you for the lovely flowers 
that we received.  It was very kind and thoughtful” 

Jessie Ralston writes... “Please record my thanks for the flowers I received 
from the church. They were really lovely and much appreciated.  

Lena Smith writes... “Thank you for the lovely flowers I received from the church.  Also 
thank you for the visits from Muriel and Esther.  I’m now on the road to recovery.” 

John R Brown writes .... “Thanks for the flowers sent for the ending of my key holder 
stint, mainly the closing after baby massage. It seems strange to get rewarded for something 
you enjoyed doing. Thank you very much.” 

Sandra and George Stenhouse write to say thank you for the lovely flowers 
received recently.  “They were very much appreciated.” 

Irene Marshalsey writes ..... “I would like to thank the church so much for the beautiful 
flowers after my operation, from which I am recovering well.” 

Moira Melrose writes ..... “Thank you very much for the lovely flowers I received on my 
birthday.” 

Nancy Goring writes ..... “This is an horrendously belated Thank You for the beautiful 
flowers given to me several weeks ago.  Nevertheless, I still want to thank you, however late.  
They came at exactly the right time, when I was just recovering from falling down a rather 
long flight of stairs!  Again – many thanks along with apologies.” 

Mary McCormack writes to convey her thanks for the beautiful flowers 
received on her birthday.  “What a lovely surprise!” 

Ruth Forrest writes ... “I wish to thank the Flower Committee for the beautiful bouquets 
of flowers given to me during my long illness.  I would also like to thank everyone for visits, 
calls, cards and well wishing.  I am very grateful to all who sent these.” 

Hilary and Dougie Arneil say thank you very  much for the beautiful flowers 
received on their wedding anniversary. 

Barbara Boyle wishes to thank the church for cards, visits and lovely flowers 
received during her recent illness.  “God bless you all.” 

Charlie Downie would like to thank the church for the lovely flowers he 
received for his special birthday. 

Thanks for flowers have also been received from Jean Taylor, Doreen Keith,  
Isobel Gray, and Campbell and Mollie Simpson. 



  

STEWARDSHIP  CONFERENCE 
 
The Stewardship day held on 23 May was attended by 30 
people and was expertly led by the Rev Alan Gibson and 
Sandra Holt our Stewardship consultant. Both were excellent and the 
day was a great success. The day was entitled ‘From stumbling blocks to 
stepping stones’ and following on from this the following ideas have been 
proposed: 

 to look at the possibility of getting banners to hang outside the 
church to let everyone know we’re here and what’s taking place; 

 providing space for a community band, if there are members of 
our community who may be interested; 

 to hold a community nativity play.  If anyone feels they would 
like to be, or knows of anyone else who feels they could be, 
producer/director please let Muriel or Lorraine know. 

 
Finally, we are holding an Open Day on Saturday 3 October. All  
groups who use the Church are being asked to take a table to promote 
themselves and to let everyone in the community know what goes on in 
the church building. More details on this will follow in the next few 
weeks. We hope you will all support this day and come along to see 
what’s going on 

Carolyn Simpson - Stewardship Team 
 
ECO  CORNER 
  
I think most of us like hedgehogs, but did you know 
that from around 30 million in the 1950's there are 
now less than 1 million. Cars account for many 
unavoidable hedgehog deaths, but we can all do our 
bit to help those who survive. Leaving a wild corner in your garden can 
offer shelter to a hedgehog and other wildlife.  Avoiding slug pellets and 
pesticides and keeping pea netting 9''-12'' off the ground so hedgehogs 
can pass safely can also help keep them safe. I think a world without 
hedgehogs would be a sad place.  

Hilary Arneil 



  

‘THE  EATERY’ 
 
The Café reopens after the summer break on Thursday 
20 August, and we look forward to meeting customers 
old and new. Thank you to those who took the time to 
complete our survey sheets. The results will be discussed 
at our next meeting which is on Wednesday 26 August at 10am. Anyone 
interested is very welcome to come along. We have been fortunate to welcome 
some new volunteers, both for the café and the Sunday tea rota but 'the more the 
merrier' as the saying goes. So, if anyone is interested in becoming involved in 

any way, please speak to Hilary or any member of  the Eatery team. 
 

Hilary Arneil 
 
 
SONGS  OF  PRAISE 
 
Well – what a fantastic evening we had – the church packed to 
the rafters with people attending from far and near (including 
some who had travelled all the way from Aberdeen!). 

Elaine on the organ and the Kelty Concert Band provided the 
musical accompaniment for the wide variety of hymns that just 
about raised the roof.  There was something for everyone with  
hymns and songs written over a period of more than 250 years.  These ranged 
from “O for a thousand tongues” written by Charles Wesley (born 1707) to 
“In Christ Alone” by Stuart Townend (born 1963). 
 
The refreshments in the “Interval” were most welcome and lubricated the 
vocal cords ready for the second half.  With the church being so full, it was a 
good thing that we had a beautiful evening and were able to take our teas and 
coffees outside. 

And what a terrific pair of MC’s we had.  As well as short readings, Muriel and 
Hugh (The Rev Hugh Steele from Kelty Parish Church) also added drama and 
humour – or should I say ‘hilarity’ to provide vital links and information 
throughout.   

All in all, it was a rip roaring success, and I’m sure we’re all looking forward to 
the next one.  Perhaps we should hire Carnegie Hall to accommodate the 
numbers!!  



  

FLOWER  CIRCLE 
 
  6 September   Flower Fund  
13 September   Mrs R McPhee 
20 September   Mrs E McCallum 
27 September   Flower Fund 

September Distribution: Isobel Walker   

  4 October   Flower Fund    
11 October   Mrs C Whitfield 
18 October   Mrs M Bowman 
25 October    Mrs I Ross 

October Distribution: Volunteers    

  1 November   Mrs E Lewcock    
  8 November   The Guild 
15 November   Mr W Stark 
22 November   Craft Group 
29 November   Mrs L Russell 

November Distribution:  Margaret Young   

If you would be willing to help occasionally with the distribution  
of flowers after the service or to donate flowers on a particular Sunday, 
please add your name to the Flower Rota on the notice board or speak 
to Rikky McPhee.  You can see her in church or give her a call on  
01383 722544. 
 
                                    Things Kids Say 

A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin age 5, and  
Ryan age 3.  The boys began to argue over who would get the first 
pancake.  Their mother saw the opportunity for a moral  lesson. 

‘If Jesus were sitting here, He would say, “Let my brother have the first  
pancake - I can wait.” 

Kevin turned to his younger brother and said, “Ryan, you be Jesus!” 



  

DIRECTORY 

Minister   The Rev Muriel Willoughby  
71a Townhill Road      01383 738487 
email:  muriel.willoughby@btinternet.com  

Session Clerk   Lorraine Brown 
    91 Garvock Hill           01383 723002 

Deputy Session Clerk  Susan Bor 
    14 Knapphill       01383 731944 

Treasurer   Christine McWilliam   
    24 Viewfield Terrace      07798 875618 

Roll Keeper   Gail Anderson  
    10 Daviot Road       01383 731614 

Organist   Elaine Shorthouse      01383 242848 
Church Administrator  Sonya Russell       01383 841660 
Email address   staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk  
Fabric    Jim Welsh       01383 419785  
Communication (Editor) Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Sunday School   Fiona Todd       01383 728057 
Crèche Co-ordinator  Christine Mitchell      01383 724267 
The Guild   Elizabeth McCallum      01383 726095 
Pastoral Care   Fiona Todd       01383 728057 
Hospitality   Hilary Arneil       01383 852317 
Fund Raising   Esther Monro       01383 300079 
Gift Aid   George Walker        01383 720637 
Partner Plan Correspondent 
  and Stewardship  Carolyn Simpson      01383 720651 
Christian Aid   Isobel Walker       01383 720637 
Flower Convener  Rikky McPhee       01383 722544 
Safeguarding   Sandra Stenhouse      01383 728116 
Brownies   Sonia Graham       01383 514179 
Rainbows   Sonya Russell       01383 725313 
Bellyeoman Toddlers  Gill Pemberton            01383 625616 

Ladies Group   Mary McCormack      01383 515188 

Men’s Group   Alex Twaddle       01383 737478 
Craft Group   Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Walking Group   Charlie Downie       01383 724728  

Scottish Registered Charity No SC007302 


