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DEADLINES 

 
All intimations for inclusion in the Sunday Order of Service should be 
handed into, or emailed to, the church office by 9.15am on Tuesday 
mornings.   
 
Church email address:  staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk 
 
Items for the Spring edition of ‘Concord’ should be with the Editor  
by Sunday 31 January 2016 for distribution from 14 February 2016.   
   
Articles for inclusion in the magazine should be sent to the Editor at 
eunice.lacey@virgin.net 
 
Alternatively, you may hand them directly to Eunice or telephone her 
on 01383 745828. 
 

---o0o--- 
 
 
 

 
Motorists travelling at various speeds may sing the following: 

At 45mph sing “Highways are happy ways.” 

At 55mph sing “I’m but a stranger here, heaven is my home.” 

At 65mph sing “Nearer my God to thee.” 

At 75mph sing “When the role is called up yonder I’ll be there.” 

At 85mph sing “Lord I’m coming home.” 

Newspaper cutting 
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November 2015 
 

 
 
From the Minister ..... 
 
 
 Dear Friends 
 
The more people I meet as I go through life, the more I am amazed by 

how different we all are, not just in physical appearance and age, but in 

our tastes, our experiences of life and our outlooks. It is one of the great privileges of my role 

as minister that I get to hear many people’s life stories. But whenever I hear these stories it 

reminds me of our unique qualities and how God has made us who we are. 

Although we are all different, we have much in common. As Christians, we believe that we 

are created by God in his own image and have the potential to be the people he wants us to 

be. We have all been given gifts and talents to use to serve God. Although we cannot all be 

good at everything, there is nothing better than being part of a team which works together, 

using a variety of talents to achieve a common purpose. 

 

The Church can be a great example of team work at its best. For example our Social and 

Fundraising Team brings together a variety of people to plan and run a number of events 

that bring pleasure to members of the church and of the wider community. Our café 

volunteers provide hospitality to friends and strangers, combining culinary skills with the 

ability to make folk feel at ease and welcome in the church. The Kirk Session is based on 

team work , and our newly instituted Team Leaders’ Meeting will build on the work being 

done by all the different teams which keep the business of the church, from worship to 

property, finances to pastoral care, operating to the benefit of us all. 

 



  

It is important for us to remember that we are part of different teams, even in our Church 

life. In our tradition all congregations are part of the bigger ‘team’ that is the Presbytery. It 

too is made up of several teams who connect congregations with the wider Church of Scotland 

and beyond. Then we have the national Church (often referred to as ‘121’ because of its 

address in George Street, Edinburgh). It too works with ‘teams’ which seek to support, 

encourage and inspire local congregations and individuals on their Christian journey. At 

next year’s Kirk Session conference we hope to tap into the expertise from some of those 

national teams to motivate us in our own service of our congregation and community. 

 

The recent visit of the Moderator of the General Assembly to Dunfermline Presbytery was a 

great reminder that we are not just working in our local congregation but that we have many 

opportunities to serve and learn from others in the Church, nationally and even 

internationally. 

 

We have a great team here in St Andrew’s Erskine ,but I am sure we have not yet reached 

our full potential. We need more people to put their time and talents to use in serving the 

church – everything from baking, making soup, helping in the café or at social events to 

helping lead worship, taking responsibility for pastoral care and helping our young people to 

maintain and grow in their faith.  

 

Don’t be shy – if you want to get involved, or even just find out more without commitment, 

please speak to me, your elder or any member of the Kirk Session, and we will be delighted to 

help you to find out where in the team you could play a part. 

 
With my love and prayers 

 
 
 



  

SERVICES 

All services at 10.30am unless otherwise stated 
 

  6 December  Reader: Alasdair McCallum 

13 December  Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Reader:  Elaine Shorthouse   

20 December  Reader::  Hilary Arneil     

27 December  Reader:   Louis Douglas   

  3 January  Reader:  Christine Mitchell      

10 January  Reader:   Eunice Lacey    

17 January  Reader:  Jim Welsh      

24 January  Reader:  Elizabeth McCallum    

31 January  Reader:  Sheila Robinson    

  7 February  Reader:  Linda Russell   

14 February  Reader:  Ian Mitchell     

21 February  Reader:  Lorraine Brown  

28 February  Reader:  Carolyn Simpson   

  6 March   Reader:   Isobel Walker 

13 March  Reader:  Susan Bor 

20 March  Reader:  Alasdair McCallum 

27 March  Elaine Shorthouse 



  

WELCOME  TEAMS 

22 & 29 November, 17 & 24 January   (Team 2) 

Banking  Louis Douglas  Esther Monro 
FWO   Isobel Walker  Christine McWilliam 
Others   Susan Bor  Mary McCormack 
Laptop   Margaret Harding 
Sound   Ian Mitchell 

6 & 13 December,  31 January & 7 February  (Team 3) 

Banking  Alex Twaddle  Margaret Harding 
FWO   Myra Knust  Bill Stark 
Others   Maureen Smith  Linda Russell 
Laptop   Alan Willoughby 
Sound   Alex Twaddle    

20 & 27 December, 14 & 21 February   (Team 4) 

Banking  Margaret Young Sandra Stenhouse 
FWO   Dave Young  Jim Welsh 
Others   Hilary Arneil  Margo Kindness 
Laptop   Kirsten Russell   
Sound   Lorraine Brown 

3 & 10 January, 28 February & 6 March   (Team 1) 

Banking  Jane Blackie  Eunice Lacey 
FWO   Ian Mitchell  Carolyn Simpson 
Others   Elizabeth McCallum Alasdair McCallum 
Laptop   Judith Dennis 
Sound   Keith Lacey 

 

Preparation and Serving Communion Elements 
(13 December) 

Elizabeth McCallum*  Christine McWilliam 
Susan Bor   Sandra Stenhouse  
 
Would the person marked with an asterisk please supply the bread. 



  

PARISH  REGISTER 
 
Deaths 
 
“Jesus said ‘I am the Resurrection and the life.  Those who live and believe in me 
will never die.’”  John 11: 25, 26. 
 
We record, with sympathy to their families and friends, the deaths of 
the following members of our community. 

Annie (Nan) Mitchell  Matthew Fyffe Home  
formerly Shields Road 

Gordon Black                          Craigmyle Street 

Janet (Ena) Campbell               Fernlea Care Home  
formerly Neidpath Place 

Ann Burt                                 Leys Park Home 

Jean Taylor    David Street 

Lilias Lawson                Balfour Court 

Apology 

We wish to record our apologies for printing an incorrect address for 
the Cochrane family in the last issue of Concord.  The address should 
have been Watson Place and not Watson Crescent. 
 
Wedding 

“For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and unite with his wife and 
the two will become one. So they are no longer two but one. No human being then 
must separate what God has joined together.”  Mark 10:8,9. 
 
Tammy Allan and Stuart Laws  7 November  

at Keavil House Hotel, 
Crossford   



  

Christmas is Coming  
 
How many times have you heard folk in the Church 
bemoan the fact that ‘Christmas is not what it used to be’? 
 
‘Where are the children?’ 
 
‘Where are the families?’ 
 
‘Why don’t people come and celebrate the real meaning of Christmas?’ 
 
These are challenges for all of us, not just the minister, elders or Sunday 
School leaders. 
 
This year we hope to include many of the people who use our  
premises in our Community Nativity on 20 December. We have a great 
opportunity to involve children and families and others in re-telling the 
Christmas story and in singing some of the songs that reinforce the 
story that is at the heart of what we believe Christmas to be about. 
 
We need the congregation’s support to invite friends and family, to help 
deliver leaflets around the parish and to come along and welcome those 
who might not be used to coming into the church for a Christian event. 
 
We need everyone to pray about and promote all the events mentioned 
here and elsewhere that we hope will help us build relationships with 
our community.  
 
There’s a lot going on as we celebrate the birth of Christ, so let’s all do 
our best to support and enjoy these opportunities as we share them 
with friends and strangers. 
 

Muriel  
 
 
 
 



  

CRAFT  GROUP 
 
The Craft Group continues to meet at 2.30pm on  
a Thursday afternoon in the church, and we’ll be 
delighted to welcome anyone who wishes to join us.  
We cover all manner of crafts in a friendly, informal 
way, so why not come along one week to see for 
yourself.  You may be pleasantly surprised! 
 
For further information, please contact Eunice Lacey on 01383 745828. 

 
LADIES  GROUP 
 

The new season commenced in September with  

a Cheese, Wine and Quiz event - an enjoyable 

evening of welcoming back existing members 

and the introduction of new. 

 

In October we welcomed Liz Quinn from the charity "Autism Rocks". 

She gave a very interesting talk which gave us a clearer picture of the 

difficulties of raising an autistic child with very little help from local 

authorities. Liz is the founder of this charity as her daughter is 

autistic. 

Future events 

November   Film Night 

December   Christmas Meal at Pitbauchlie House Hotel 
 

Mary McCormack  
 
LIFE  AND  WORK   
 
Copies of “Life and Work” are on the display stand in the 
church foyer.  Subscriptions by post are available – please see 
the magazine for details. 
 



  

KIRK  SESSION NEWS  

As this goes to print we welcome back our 
organist, Elaine, now recovered from her 
recent injury. 

The Prayer Wall has been filled and another 
one has been started. 

Please look at our website for the Order of Service with weekly Bible 
readings. 

Following requests from members, there will be an Afternoon Service 
at 2.30pm on Sunday 6 December. 

We still haven’t found a replacement treasurer. We may be able to seek 
a professional for the Annual accounts, but we need someone within 
the congregation with basic book-keeping skills for the day-to-day 
running of accounts. 

The Eatery recently donated £ 500 each to the Aberlour Trust and  
The Friends of Queen Margaret Hospital. 
 
A “car-load” of food was donated for Frontline Fife at our Harvest 
Service.  Many thanks to all.  

The retiring offering at the “Souper Sunday” service in October raised 
£ 251.38 in aid of the Church of Scotland HIV/Aids Programme.   
Again many thanks. 

Susan Bor recently attended a World Affairs Conference, and one major 
issue was an appeal to help Nepal build 12,000 houses after the recent 
earthquake.  The General Assembly has agreed to help, and has issued  
a challenge to presbyteries and congregations to build a house, at a cost 
of £500 each.  Our Kirk Session agrees we should help.    HOW??    
Watch this space!  

 



  

Looking ahead….. 

Plans are at an early stage for our Kirk Session Conference in 2016. 

The Kirk Session is exploring possibilities for a piece of mural artwork 
on the outside wall of the church facing the car park. 
 

Lorraine 
 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
 
Once again Helen Cunningham has demonstrated  
her gardening skill by winning the Silver Gilt award  
for Area 4 (Dunfermline) in the  Hanging Basket and 
Container category of the Beautiful Fife Gardens 
competition. 
 
Very well done Helen! 
 
 
YOUNG  KIRK  CLUB 

The Young Kirk Club started back in August with our 
faithful seven children returning.  
 
Regrettably, we have had to say goodbye to one of our 
leaders, Esther Monro, who is no longer able to help 
us.  We thank her most sincerely for all her efforts and contributions to 
the YKC. 
 
As always, we will welcome any primary school children who would like 
to join us at 6.30pm on a Wednesday evening. 
 

Elizabeth McCallum 
 
 
 



  

THE  GUILD  
 
Our fellowship has enjoyed some interesting talks –  
The Iona Community;  Eyewitness - Stories from the West 
Bank and Israel;  Nursing in the Fifties;  A Picture of You. 
 
This session ends with the following: 

17 November      Christmas Crafts - Craft Group 
1 December         Advent Reflections – The Rev Muriel Willoughby 
15 December       Christmas Lunch 
 
The new session begins on 2 February 2016 with the following 
programme: 

2 February        Speaker from the Guild Project 
16 February        Old Dunfermline 
1 Marc h            St David's Day Celebrations 
15 March            Speaker from World Mission 
29 March             AGM and Spring Lunch 
12 April               Speaker from Multiple Sclerosis Society 
26 April                Middle East Christians’ experience in the UK  
10 May               Guild Discussion Topic "Working through conflict" 
24 May                Outing 
 

Elizabeth McCallum 
 
‘THE  EATERY’ 
 
The Café will be closed for the school Christmas 
holidays. The last day of business will be Friday  
18 December 2015,and we will reopen on Thursday 
7 January 2016. 
 
We wish all our customers a Peaceful Christmas and a Happy 
Healthy 2016.  
 

Hilary Arneil 



  

SOCIAL  AND  FUNDRAISING 
 
The Concert with Elaine and Special Friends held in 
August raised £644.22p. 

The Afternoon Tea in September raised £577.52p. 

The Film Show in October raised £88.61p. 

“Hillfoot Harmony” concert raised £310.00. 
 
These events were supported well by both church members and the 
wider community. 
 
The Social and Fundraising team would like to thank everyone who 
contributed in any way and for the fantastic amounts raised for church 
funds. 
 
Our final event of the year is a Film Show at 7pm on Friday  
27 November, when we will be showing “From Scotland with Love” with 
supporting short films. 
 
We are looking for suggestions for next year’s events, and these can be 
given to any member of the team. 

Esther Monro 
 
STAMP  APPEAL 
 
Please keep your used stamps and donate them to the 
Church of Scotland Appeal.  The money raised this 
year will go to the HIV and Aids Project. 
 
It is important to leave a reasonable border around the stamps  
and, please, no damaged ones. 
 
There is a basket for you to leave your stamps at the church front door. 
 

Linda Russell 
 



  

WORDS  OF  THANKS 
 
Grace McGinness writes ... “I would like to say thank you very 
much for the flowers I received on my birthday.   They were lovely and 
very much appreciated.” 
 
Isa Bell writes ... “Thank you very much for the lovely flowers.” 
 
Maureen and Martin Smith would like to thank the church for the 
flowers received on the occasion of their Golden Wedding and also 
when Martin was in hospital.  “They lasted ages.” 
 
Mary Kirkwood writes with thanks for the lovely flowers ... “They cheered 
me up.” 
 
Muriel and Andrew Balfour write ...”Many thanks for the flowers received 
recently from the Church following the death of my (Muriel’s) brother.  They were 
really beautiful and very much appreciated.” 
 
Thanks for flowers have also been received from Ruth McNeill,   
Rita Cramb, Margaret Young and the Campbell family. 
 
 
ECO  CORNER 
  
If you would like to get involved with Scotland's 
Climate March in Edinburgh on Saturday  
28 November 2015, details are on the church notice 
board. 
 
Fife's Pilgrim Way, which will eventually enable people to walk from 
North Queensferry and Culross to St Andrews, passing by 50 medieval 
sites on the way, has received Lottery funding through the Heritage 
Grants Scheme. More details can be found on the notice board or via 
www.ecocongregation.org. 

Hilary Arneil 
 

http://www.ecocongregation.org/


  

 
FLOWER  CIRCLE 
 
  6 December  Mrs E Lacey   
13 December  The Guild   
20 December  Men’s Group   
27 December  Mrs M Harding  

December Distribution: Isobel Walker  

  3 January  Mrs R Watson      
10 January  Flower Fund 
17 January  Mrs R McPhee 
24 January  Mrs I Walker    
31 January  Mrs M Knust 

January Distribution:  Volunteers     

  7 February  The Guild      
14 February  Flower Fund 
21 February  Mrs C McWilliam 
28 February  Mr W Stark 

February Distribution:  Margaret Young   

If you would be willing to help occasionally with the distribution  
of flowers after the service or to donate flowers on a particular Sunday, 
please add your name to the Flower Rota on the notice board or speak 
to Rikky McPhee.  You can see her in church or give her a call on  
01383 722544. 

---o0o--- 
 
Things Kids Say .... 
 
A Sunday School teacher asked her children as they were on the way to 
church service,  

“And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?” 

One bright little girl replied, 

“Because people are sleeping.” 



  

DIRECTORY 

Minister   The Rev Muriel Willoughby  
71a Townhill Road      01383 738487 
email:  muriel.willoughby@btinternet.com  

Session Clerk   Lorraine Brown 
    91 Garvock Hill           01383 723002 

Deputy Session Clerk  Susan Bor 
    14 Knapphill       01383 731944 

Treasurer   Christine McWilliam   
    24 Viewfield Terrace      07798 875618 

Roll Keeper   Gail Anderson  
    10 Daviot Road       01383 731614 

Organist   Elaine Shorthouse      01383 242848 
Church Administrator  Sonya Russell       01383 841660 
Email address   staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk  
Fabric    Jim Welsh       01383 419785  
Communication (Editor) Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Sunday School   Fiona Todd       01383 728057 
Crèche Co-ordinator  Christine Mitchell      01383 724267 
The Guild   Elizabeth McCallum      01383 726095 
Pastoral Care   Fiona Todd       01383 728057 
Hospitality   Hilary Arneil       01383 852317 
Fund Raising   Esther Monro       01383 300079 
Gift Aid   George Walker        01383 720637 
Partner Plan Correspondent 
  and Stewardship  Carolyn Simpson      01383 720651 
Christian Aid   Isobel Walker       01383 720637 
Flower Convener  Rikky McPhee       01383 722544 
Safeguarding   Sandra Stenhouse      01383 728116 
Brownies   Sonia Graham       01383 514179 
Rainbows   Sonya Russell       01383 725313 
Bellyeoman Toddlers  Gill Pemberton            01383 625616 

Ladies Group   Mary McCormack      01383 515188 

Men’s Group   Alex Twaddle       01383 737478 
Craft Group   Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Walking Group   Charlie Downie       01383 724728  

Scottish Registered Charity No SC007302 


