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STAMP  APPEAL 
 
Last year’s appeal raised £3,511, and this year’s stamp 
project will raise money for the Othara Eco-Spiritual 
Centre run by the Church of South India.   
 
The Centre harvests by using rain water and will develop a small dairy 
and chicken farm.  It will also encourage people to care for the earth 
and have a sustainable lifestyle. 
 
Please keep donating your used stamps, leaving a small border around 
them, and, please, no damaged ones. 

Linda Russell 
 

LIFE  AND  WORK   
 
Copies of “Life and Work” are on the display stand in the 
church foyer.  Subscriptions by post are available – please 
see the magazine for details. 

A summary of the contents of the August edition are printed on the 
inside back cover of this Concord. 
 
 

DEADLINES 

All intimations for inclusion in the Sunday Order of Service should be 
handed into, or emailed to, the church office by 9.15am on Tuesday 
mornings.   

Church email address:  staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk 

Items for the Winter edition of ‘Concord’ should be with the Editor  
by Sunday 30 October 2016 for distribution from 13 November 2016.  

Articles for inclusion in the magazine should be sent to the Editor at 
eunice135@talktalk.net    

Alternatively, you may hand them directly to Eunice or telephone her 
on 01383 745828. 

mailto:staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk
mailto:eunice135@talktalk.net


  

July 2016 
 
From the Minister ..... 
 
 Dear Friends 
 
You will no doubt remember from previous articles that I am currently serving as 

Interim Moderator at Lochgelly & Benarty St Serf’s Church. One of my roles there 

has been to conduct several weddings, which, alas ,we do not have many of at         

St Andrew’s Erskine! Along with covering for other ministers’ holidays and picking 

up some of their funerals and having two services of dedication for children in our 

parish, it has been a busy summer. 

Birth, marriage, death – the circle of life that we see through the life of our 

congregations. We love to hear of new babies being born, and it has been a joy to 

welcome families who want to recognise God’s part in their lives through services of 

dedication. Those services also give us, as a congregation, an opportunity to show the 

love of God and what it means to be part of his Church by promising to support 

those families as they bring up their children. 

Church weddings are becoming less common, but it has been good to get the 

opportunity at St Serf’s to remind the wedding couple and their families and friends 

that this is part of the life that God has planned for us and that he is with us 

throughout our lives, through ups and downs, in our joys and sorrows. 

Funerals are also a way of reminding people that God loves them, that God can give 

them peace in a way no one else can do. Although there are many more ‘alternative’ 

funerals now, it is always interesting to hear how many people make a point of saying 

that it’s good to have a Christian funeral with its message of hope based on our belief 

in the power of the Resurrection and the belief in God’s love being with us in this 

world and the next. 

In our July services we have been contemplating what it means to be a community of 

faith living in the wider social community. When those significant life events occur, 



  

the Church has a great opportunity to welcome, to celebrate and to grieve with 

families in the name of Jesus Christ. I look forward to sharing more of these 

opportunities with all our members and the wider community we are called to serve. 

With my love and prayers  

 

 

 

 

TEAM SUNDAY 

28 August 10.30am 

After a summer of sport, when we have experienced the ups and downs 
of so many sports from tennis to golf, cricket to football, cycling to 
athletics and, most recently, the variety of sports which make up the 
Olympic Games, we are certainly aware of the importance of team 
work. Even those who take part in individual sports like golf and tennis 
rely on a team of trainers, coaches, physiotherapists and many others to 
support them in their aim to do their best at their chosen sport. 

Over the summer we were thinking about being a ‘community’ of faith 
– a ‘team’ of people with different skills who work together to do the 
best we can to be good Christians. None of us can do that without the 
help, support and advice of other people who have the same goal. In 
Paul’s letter to the Philippians he likens the life of faith to a race ‘So I 
run straight towards the goal in order to win the prize, which is God’s call through 
Christ Jesus to the life above’ (Phil 4:14) 

As we prepare for a new session after the holidays, we are inviting 
everyone to a special service – ‘Team Sunday’, when we will celebrate 
what it means to be part of Jesus’ team in a fun and challenging way. 
This all-age service will be suitable for everyone, and we would like to 
encourage our church ‘team’ to bring family and friends along to get us 
off to a ‘winning start’ to our new church year. 

 



  

SERVICES 

All services at 10.30am unless otherwise stated 
 

 
  4 September  Reader:  Linda Russell 

11 September  Reader:  Lorraine Brown 

18 September  Reader:  Ian Mitchell 

25 September  Reader:  Carolyn Simpson 

  2 October  Reader:  Isobel Walker 

  9 October  Reader:  Susan Bor 

16 October  Reader:  Alasdair McCallum 

23 October  Reader:  Elaine Shorthouse 

30 October  Reader:  Hilary Arneil  

  6 November  Reader:  Louis Douglas 

13 November  Reader:  Christine Mitchell 

20 November  Reader:  Eunice Lacey 

27 November  Reader:  Jim Welsh  

  4 December  Reader:  Elizabeth McCallum 

11 December  Reader:  Sheila Robinson 

 

 

 



  

WELCOME  TEAMS 

21 August,   9 & 16 October, 4 & 11 December (Team 1) 

Banking  Jane Blackie  Eunice Lacey 
FWO   Ian Mitchell  Carolyn Simpson 
Others   Elizabeth McCallum Alasdair McCallum 
Laptop   Judith Dennis 
Sound   Keith Lacey 

28 August & 4 September, 23 & 30 October (Team 2) 

Banking  Louis Douglas  Esther Monro 
FWO   Isobel Walker  Christine McWilliam 
Others   Susan Bor  Mary McCormack 
Laptop   Margaret Harding 
Sound   Ian Mitchell 

11 & 18 September, 6 & 13 November  (Team 3) 

Banking  Alex Twaddle  Margaret Harding 
FWO   Myra Knust  Bill Stark 
Others   Maureen Smith  Linda Russell 
   Judith Dennis 
Laptop   Alan Willoughby 
Sound   Alex Twaddle 

25 September & 2 October, 20 & 27 November (Team 4) 

Banking  Margaret Young Sandra Stenhouse 
FWO   Dave Young  Jim Welsh 
Others   Hilary Arneil  Margo Kindness 
   Sheila Robinson 
Laptop   Kirsten Russell   
Sound   Lorraine Brown 

Preparation and Serving Communion Elements 
(11 September) 

Susan Bor *  Ian Mitchell 
Esther Monro  Sandra Stenhouse  

Would the person marked with an asterisk please supply the bread. 



  

PARISH  REGISTER 
 
Deaths 
 
“Jesus said ‘I am the Resurrection and the life.  Those who live and believe in me 
will never die.’”  John 11: 25, 26. 
 
We record, with sympathy to their families and friends, the deaths of 
the following members of our community. 
 
Ruth Forrest*   Headwell Court                         9 May 

William Brabender  Cumbernauld                        20 May 

Mary Kirkwood* Balfour Court                       22 June  

Catherine Wilson*  Bellyeoman Road                25 July 

*  Means that this person was a member of the congregation 

Dedication Services 

“Jesus said ‘Whoever welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me; and whoever 

welcomes me also welcomes the one who sent me’”    Luke 9: 47,48 

 

We have welcomed the following children from our community in the 

name of Jesus. 

Avah Leigh Torry  Lorimer Gardens     24 July 

Lauren Joyce Thompson & Emma Linda Thompson 

Kenmure Place      7 August  

 

New (Returning) Members 
 
John and Sheila Lyell Dalry Gardens, High Valleyfield 
 
   Transferred from Auchtermuchty Parish Church 



  

KIRK  SESSION NEWS 
 
Following our members’ survey earlier this year, 
elders’ districts have been re-aligned into 
geographic areas, and most members will have a 
different elder come the autumn.  

When your elder delivers this edition of Concord, you will be told who 
your new elder will be.  Elders will then deliver Concord to their new 
districts from November. 

Along with this, we now have a new Pastoral Care team., whose initial 
task will be to arrange pastoral visits for those who requested more than 
the usual quarterly visits from their elder. 

As well as meeting the needs of our congregation, - and following on 
from our successful Community Fair in June -  the Kirk Session have 
been discussing other ways to reach out to our local community;  the 
church services in July had the theme of Community. 

We are gathering information on “Messy Church”, and if you would like 
to know more, or to be involved in discussions about this, please speak 
to Muriel, Lorraine or Susan. 

Recently two families from the local community have had a Dedication 
Service for their children.   

We welcome everyone and pray for all in our congregation and in our 
local community. 

Lorraine Brown 

 
‘THE  EATERY’ 
 
The Café will reopen after the holidays on Thursday 
18 August. and we look forward to welcoming 
customers old and new.  

Hilary Arneil 



  

COMMUNITY  FAIR  
 
A big thank you to all who took part in the Community 
Fair. So many people helped in so many different ways 
that it’s thanks to everyone for making the morning a 
success.  

We believe approximately 180 people came through the doors and, with 
almost half of them having a bacon roll, the café team were certainly 
kept very busy!  

It was lovely to see so many unfamiliar faces and to see families come, 
as well, of course, as to see members from our own congregation there.  

Stewardship Team 

 

THE  GUILD 
 
The Guild resumes on Tuesday 6 September at 2pm. 
 
We extend a warm welcome to anyone, men and women, 
who would like to join our fellowship. 
 
The annual subscription of £10 will be payable at this meeting. 

 
Elizabeth McCallum 

 
 

CHRISTMAS  CARD  COMPETITION  

 

Are you an artist, or do you know a member or 
friend of the congregation, who would like to create 
and submit a design for our Christmas card 
competition?  The closing date is Sunday 9 October. 
 
The design, A6 size, should reflect St Andrew’s Erskine Church in some 
way, and we plan to have the card or cards available for purchase by the 
end of October.  



  

CRAFT  GROUP 
 

The Craft Group continues to meet at 2.30pm on  
a Thursday afternoon in the church, and we’ll be 
delighted to welcome anyone who wishes to join us.  
We cover all manner of crafts in a friendly, informal 
way, so why not come along one week to see for 
yourself.  You may be pleasantly surprised! 
 
For further information, please contact Eunice Lacey on 01383 745828. 

 
 
WALKING  GROUP 

We meet as usual in the Church car park at 1.30pm to 
share transport. 

Most of the walks are easy to moderate, do not exceed 
six miles, and are generally held on the last Sunday of 
each month.   

The programme for the remainder of the year is as follows: 

25 September Local walk 
30 October Alloa and Clackmannan Towers 
 

Charlie Downie 
 
 
SMARTIES 
 
A reminder that Smartie tubes are still available for 
anyone wishing to use this means of raising funds for 
the church.  A tube full of 20p pieces generates at least £12 (£15 if  gift 
aided) - or you could fill it with £1 coins.  Just think what that could 
raise! 
 
 
 



  

SOCIAL  AND  FUNDRAISING 
 
The Concert with “On Pitch” raised £353 for church 
funds;  this was a fantastic performance and enjoyed by all 
who attended. 
 
Our stall at the Community Fair raised £219.40, of which £110 was 
donated to the Nepal “Let us Build a House” project and the remainder to 
church funds.  Thank you to everyone who contributed to this. 
 
Our next event is a Coffee Morning to be held on 27 August. 
 
A concert has also been arranged for 28 October featuring 
 “Hillfoot Harmony”  - another performance not to be missed. 
 
A further Coffee Morning is planned for 26 November. 

 

Esther Monro 

 

CHRISTIAN  AID 

As reported in the last edition of Concord, the sum 
of £798 was collected from sponsors of the Forth 
Bridge walk this year. 
 
The church collection raised the magnificent total of £811.40 giving us, 
once Gift Aid is added on, the grand total of £1,938.40 for the two 
events. 
 
I received a letter of thanks from Phil Alcott, Christian Aid’s regional 
support officer, in which he asked me to extend thanks as widely as 
possible to all who took part in the walk and supported the participants 
to support their work towards an end to poverty. 

Isobel Walker 
 



  

WORDS  OF  THANKS  
 
Jim and Jessie Ralston write with thanks for flowers received 
recently. 

May Bowman would like to thank the church for the flowers 
she received. 

Margaret Craighead writes ...”Many thanks for the lovely flowers and cards 
received after my operation.  They were very much appreciated.” 

Grace Nicol writes ...”I would like to say thank you for the flowers I received 
recently on my birthday.  They are lovely and I appreciate them very much.” 

Isobel Walker writes ... “Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers I received 
recently. They really cheered me up as I started on my ‘borrowed time’! 

Jane and Alex Blackie write ...  “Just to say thank you for the lovely flowers we 
received last week.  They are much appreciated.” 

Sheila Clark writes ... “Thank you so much for the lovely flowers I received.  They 
were delightful and gave a lift to my spirits, as the church does in so many ways.  
Again thanks.” 

Elaine Shanley writes ... “Thank you for  the beautiful flowers received from the 
church following my recent hospital admission.  I also wish to thank the numerous 
members of the congregation who frequently asked after me and sent their best 
wishes.”  

June Ramage writes ... “Thank you all so much for the beautiful flowers I 
received for my 70th birthday.   I really appreciated them, and they are still 
blooming.  It was a very kind thought.” 

Esther Monro would like to say thank you for the lovely flowers 
received. 

Isobel Ross says ... “I would like to thank everyone for the beautiful flowers and 
my birthday card, and I appreciate them very much.  And so do the residents of 
Abbeyfield, because the flowers were put into the dining room and everyone enjoyed 
them.” 

Lilian Campbell would like to say thank you for the flowers she received 
recently when she moved into her new flat. 



  

Moira Melrose would to thank the church for the flowers and cards 
received for her recent birthday. 

Isa Bell writes ... “I thank you for the lovely flowers given to me on 17 July (my 
80th birthday).  Many thanks again.”. 

Thanks for flowers have also been received from Annie Donaldson, 
Jean Millar, Mary Fleming and Irene Marshalsey. 
 

FLOWER  CIRCLE 
 
  4 September   Flower Fund  
11 September   Mrs R McPhee 
18 September   Mrs E McCallum 
25 September   Flower Fund 
  
September Distribution: Volunteers 
 
  2 October   Flower Fund     
  9 October   Mrs C Whitfield 
16 October   Mrs M Bowman 
23 October   Mrs I Ross 
30 October   Mrs E Lewcock 
 
October Distribution: Mrs M Knust  

  6 November   Craft Group    
13 November   The Guild 
20 November   Mr W Stark 
27 November   Mrs L Russell 
 
 November Distribution:  Volunteers     

If you would be willing to help occasionally with the distribution  
of flowers after the service or to donate flowers on a particular Sunday, 
please add your name to the Flower Rota on the notice board or speak 
to Rikky McPhee.  You can see her in church or give her a call on  
01383 722544. 



  

LADIES  GROUP 
 
An outing was held in May to the "Kelpies" with a meal 
afterwards at the Brewers Fare in Kincardine;  a very 
enjoyable, sunny afternoon. 

 
The final meeting for the season was held in June with a meal and the 
AGM at the City Hotel. 
 
A new committee was formed and the new office bearers are: 
 
Chairperson    Linda Russell 
Secretary         Mary McCormack (Interim) until another is elected 
Treasurer        Liz Cumbo 
Committee Members 

Avril Pringle 
Myra Knust 
Sandra Twaddle 

 
The number of members now stands at 40. 
 
We have had a varied and enjoyable year and now look forward to the 
2016/17 season, which commences on Monday 12 September. 
 

Mary McCormack 

---o0o--- 

 

Roy Castle shares the following story ....  

To commemorate the Feast of St Francis, the children brought their pets to 

church – hamsters, gerbils, rabbits etc.  There was even a parrot parading 

the pulpit.  As the vicar settled everyone ready for the prayer, a pony was 

ridden rather noisily up the marble aisle.  Stopping nose to nose with the 

vicar, the young equestrian fought to turn the pony around.  The manoeuvre 

was finally accomplished as we reached the part when we say, “We have 

left undone those things we ought to have done”.  Then, as we reached the 

words, “And we have done those things which we ought not to have done”, 

the pony DID.



  

LIFE  AND  WORK  -  AUGUST  EDITION 
 
175 Years of Mission and Medicine 
Milestone anniversary for EMMS International, which 
has close links with the Church of Scotland. 

‘I Think We’re Defining Church Better’ 
Charting the progress of the Fresh Expressions movement within the 
Church of Scotland. 

Two Centuries of Service 
200 years of the Scottish Naval, Military and Air Force Bible Society. 

Faith Into Action 
Jackie Macadam meets Ross Greer, Scotland’s youngest MSP, who 
describes his commitment of the Church of Scotland. 

A Sporting Faith 
The role of faith in sport as the countdown to this month’s Olympic 
Games begins. 

‘Educating Girls, Empowering Malawi’ 
The work of the Mamie Martin Fund. 

From Orkney to Buenos Aires 
Walking in the footsteps of a Church of Scotland minister. 

The Song of Life 
Ron Ferguson recalls the life of a Fife-born jazz great, as he extols the 
benefits of music and singing in praising God. 

The ‘Obscenity’ of Homelessness 
The Rt Rev Dr Russell Barr highlights one of his key themes for his 
year of service as the Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland. 

Feeling Sorry for Ourselves 
The Very Rev Dr James Simpson highlights some of the dangers of 
self-pity. 
 
Plus new, reviews, letters, registers and crosswords – all for just £2.20. 

 



  

DIRECTORY 

Minister   The Rev Muriel Willoughby  
71a Townhill Road      01383 738487 
email:  muriel.willoughby@btinternet.com  

Session Clerk   Lorraine Brown 
    91 Garvock Hill           01383 723002 

Deputy Session Clerk  Susan Bor 
    14 Knaphill       01383 731944 

Treasurer   Christine McWilliam   
    24 Viewfield Terrace      07798 875618 

Roll Keeper   Gail Anderson  
    10 Daviot Road       01383 731614 

Organist   Elaine Shorthouse      01383 242848 
Church Administrator  Sonya Russell       01383 841660 
Email address   staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk  
Fabric    Jim Welsh       01383 853103  
Communication (Editor) Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Sunday School   Fiona Todd       01383 728057 
Crèche Co-ordinator  Christine Mitchell      01383 724267 
The Guild   Elizabeth McCallum      01383 726095 
Pastoral Care   Fiona Todd       01383 728057 
Hospitality   Hilary Arneil       01383 852317 
Fund Raising   Esther Monro       01383 300079 
Gift Aid   George Walker        01383 720637 
Partner Plan Correspondent 
  and Stewardship  Carolyn Simpson      01383 720651 
Christian Aid   Isobel Walker       01383 720637 
Flower Convener  Rikky McPhee       01383 722544 
Safeguarding   Sandra Stenhouse      01383 728116 
Brownies   Sonia Graham       01383 514179 
Rainbows   Sonya Russell       01383 725313 
Bellyeoman Toddlers  Jackie Cameron        07874 044465 
Ladies Group   Mary McCormack      01383 515188 
Men’s Group   Alex Twaddle       01383 737478 
Craft Group   Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Walking Group   Charlie Downie       01383 724728  

Scottish Registered Charity No SC007302 


