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DEADLINES 

All intimations for inclusion in the Sunday Order of Service should be 
handed into, or emailed to, the church office by 9.15am on Tuesday 
mornings.   

Church email address:  staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk 

Items for the Summer edition of ‘Concord’ should be with the Editor  
by Sunday 30 April 2017 for distribution from 14 May 2017.  

Articles for inclusion in the magazine should be sent to the Editor at 
eunice135@talktalk.net    

Alternatively, you may hand them directly to Eunice or telephone her 
on 01383 745828. 

 
CHURCH  CHRISTMAS  CARDS 

Thank you to everyone who bought our own special Christmas cards, 
which, as well as showcasing the talent in St Andrew’s Erskine, has also 
raised funds for the church. 

 
LIFE  AND  WORK   

Copies of “Life and Work” are on the display stand in the 
church foyer.  Subscriptions by post are available – please 
see the magazine for details. 

 

CHRISTIAN  AID 

Forth Bridge Cross 

This year’s Christian Aid Forth Bridge Cross will take place on Saturday, 
22 April from 2pm to 6pm. This time, we’ll have stunning  views of the 
almost completed Queensferry Crossing. If you’d like to take part, 
please put the date in your diary and watch the Order of Service for 
further details. 

Isobel Walker 

mailto:staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk
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February 2017 
 
From the Minister ..... 
 
  
Dear Friends 
 
As those who attend worship at St Andrew’s Erskine regularly will have gathered, 

one of my favourite hymns is ‘Look forward in faith’. It was sung at my induction 

and at my first service as minister here in 2013. Not only does it have a catchy tune, 

which fits well with the upbeat tenor of the words, but it speaks truth about the 

nature of our lives as Christians. 

Although history,  and Church history in particular, holds an endless fascination for 

me, I realise that the past is only part of our human story. The past informs the 

present which prepares us for the future. This is as true in our church life as it is for 

life in general. 

As you will see elsewhere in this edition of ‘Concord’ we are going to be talking a lot 

about the future of our congregation over the next few weeks through engaging in the 

‘Future Focus’ programme. Together we can all celebrate what this congregation has 

done in the past, what is important to us in the present and, most importantly,  

discern how we can find out what God wants us to do in the future.  

It is our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit that binds us together as a 

church. It is our faith that encourages us and enables us to use the gifts God has 

given us to be his disciples here today and in the future. It is our faith that reminds 

us that it is God’s will, not ours, that is important, and so we have to commit time 

and energy to finding out what are God’s plans for us as we look ahead. 

I am very excited about spending time with you all working on Future Focus. 

Everyone really does have a role to play in this process. 

So let me encourage you to: ‘Look forward in faith’.  



  

And remind you that: ‘All time is in God’s hands’  and  ‘God has wisely led his 

people by his power’.  

So we need to: ‘ Walk humbly with Him and trust his future plan’ And  ‘Look 

forward in hope, he gives us each new hour’. 

I do indeed look forward to moving forward into the future with all of you in the 

name of Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. 

With my love and prayers  

 

 

 
 

---o0o--- 

 
 
 
WORLD  DAY  OF  PRAYER   
 

This year’s World Day of Prayer services have been written 
by the women of The Philippines and will be held on Friday 
3 March as follows: 

Afternoon Service at 2.15pm Dunfermline United Reformed Church 
    (next to the Faith Mission Book Shop in 
    Canmore Street) 

Evening Service at 7.15pm The Link Church 

We would encourage you to attend one of these services, as it gives us 
an opportunity to learn more about our fellow Christians throughout 
the world. 

 

Elizabeth McCallum 

 



  

SERVICES 

All services at 10.30am unless otherwise stated 
 

 
  5 March  Reader:   Jim Welsh 

12 March  Reader:   Elizabeth McCallum  

19 March  Reader:   Sheila Robinson 

26 March  Reader:   Linda Russell 

  2 April  Reader:    Lorraine Brown  

  9 April  Reader:   Ian Mitchell 

16 April  Reader:   Carolyn Simpson 

23 April  Reader:   Isobel Walker 

30 April  Reader:   Alasdair McCallum 

  7 May   Reader:   Elaine Shorthouse 

14 May   Reader:   Hilary Arneil 

21 May   Reader:   Louis Douglas 

28 May   Reader:   Christine Mitchell 

  4 June   Reader:   Eunice Lacey 

11 June   Reader:   Jim Welsh 

18 June   Reader:   Elizabeth McCallum 

25 June   Reader:   Sheila Robinson 

 



  

WELCOME  TEAMS 

12 & 19 March,   7 & 14 May   (Team 4) 

Banking   Margaret Young  Sandra Stenhouse 
FWO   Dave Young  Jim Welsh 
Others   Hilary Arneil  Margo Kindness 
   Sheila Robinson 
Laptop   Kirsten Russell   
Sound   Lorraine Brown 

26 March & 2 April,  21 & 28 May  (Team 1) 

Banking   Jane Blackie  Eunice Lacey 
FWO   Ian Mitchell  Carolyn Simpson 
Others   Elizabeth McCallum Alasdair McCallum 
Laptop   Judith Dennis 
Sound   Keith Lacey 

9 & 16 April, 4 & 11 June   (Team 2) 

Banking   Louis Douglas  Esther Monro 
FWO   Isobel Walker  Christine McWilliam 
Others   Mary McCormack Joyce Bain 
Laptop   Margaret Harding 
Sound   Alex Twaddle 

23 & 30 April, 18 & 25 June   (Team 3) 

Banking   Alex Twaddle  Myra Knust 
FWO   Maureen Smith  Judith Dennis 
Others   Margaret Harding Linda Russell   
Laptop   Alan Willoughby 
Sound   Ian Mitchell 

 

Preparation and Serving Communion Elements 
(12 March) 

Gail Anderson      Myra Knust 
Louis Douglas   Rikky MacPhee*  
  

Would the person marked with an asterisk please supply the bread. 



  

PARISH  REGISTER 
 
Deaths 

“Jesus said ‘I am the Resurrection and the life.  Those who live and believe in me 
will never die.’”  John 11: 25, 26. 

We record, with sympathy to their families and friends, the deaths of 
the following members of our community. 
 

Elizabeth Appleford              Leys Park Care Home                                 

14 November  

Ronald Welsh Robertson   Canmore Lodge                                              

15 December  

 Janet Anderson                      Canmore Lodge                                            

15 December  

John (Ian) Peddie                 The Cottage, Blairburn, Culross                       

23 December  

Joan Gardner                        Walsall Lodge, Prestatyn, Wales                    

28 December  

 Barbara Radcliffe,               Leys Park Home                                            

5 January 2017 

Maureen Dalgity                   Leys Park Home                                           

25 January  

 
CRAFT  GROUP 
 

The Craft Group continues to meet at 2.30pm on  
a Thursday afternoon in the church, and we’ll be 
delighted to welcome anyone who wishes to join us.  
We cover all manner of crafts in a friendly, informal 
way, so why not come along one week to see for 
yourself.  You may be pleasantly surprised! 
 
For further information, please contact Eunice Lacey on 01383 745828 



  

COMMUNITY  NATIVITY 

The Nativity was held on the 18 December, and it was lovely 
once again to see some unfamiliar faces there and to 
welcome back others. It was very well supported, and we are 
grateful to all those who helped make it a success, as we could not have 
done it without the help of those that made the masks, costumes, 
baked, served teas and hot chocolates, played  etc,. as well as those who 
had parts in the Nativity itself. The carol singing was also enjoyed with 
musical accompaniment by the Dunfermline Town band and our very 
own Elaine. Thanks to everyone -  it was a real team effort. 
 
There will be a Community Fair again this year on Saturday 10 June,    
so keep that date free in your diary!  If anyone would like to take a stall 
or knows someone else who might be interested, please contact  
Carolyn Simpson. 

Stewardship Team 
 

 

THE  GUILD 

The Guild resumed on Tuesday 7 February, when we had a 
speaker from the Guild Project we are supporting this year. 

The meetings for the remainder of the session are as follows: 

21 February Karen Gillon – Her new role in the Guild 

  7 March The Rev Muriel Willoughby – Lent Reflections 

21 March Sandra Stenhouse – A new life in Portugal 

  4 April AGM and Easter Lunch/Baking Stall 

18 April Guild Discussion Topic – “Joy” 

  2 May  William McQueen – Paralympics 

16 May  Outing 

A warm invitation is extended to anyone wishing to join our fellowship. 

Elizabeth McCallum 



  

LADIES  GROUP 

In November we were entertained by the Rev Elizabeth Kenny 
with her amusing stories;  a very enjoyable evening. 

December was the Christmas meal at the Keavil House Hotel. 

In January, the Committee hosted the annual Burns Supper with  
the customary haggis and delicious trifles.  Once again, thanks to 
Jane Blackie for her invaluable assistance. 

Future Meetings 

February The Rev Muriel Willoughby and a Bake Off  
  Competition 

March  Choir from the Alhambra Theatre 

April  Riding for the Disabled 

Mary McCormack 

‘THE  EATERY’ 

The Eatery needs some new volunteers for our baking 
rota. If you like baking and would be prepared to bake 
for our café once in a while, please let us know.  

We also urgently need someone to help out once a month on a Friday 
for a couple of hours. If you feel you could help, just speak to anyone 
on the café team.  

Hilary Arneil 

ECO  CORNER  

Climate change poses a massive threat to our world.  There are 
many small ways we can be more green in our homes and, if we each do a 
little, collectively we will make a significant impact.  

Here are a few ideas – 

 Buy rechargeable batteries  

 Recycle as much of your household waste as possible  

 If you have access to the internet, you don't need to buy a newspaper  

 Keep your freezer full so it runs efficiently 



  

KIRK  SESSION NEWS 
 
Carolyn Simpson has been appointed Deputy 
Session Clerk and Sheila Robinson has agreed 
to be our Presbytery Elder. 

We remember them both in our prayers, as they settle into their new 
roles. 
 
Church Treasurer 

Christine McWilliam will retire, from post of treasurer, by June at the 
latest, and we continue, urgently, to seek a replacement treasurer for 
running day to day accounts.  It may be possible to split the duties 
between two (or even three) people, but a named treasurer will always 
be required. 

Please prayerfully consider if you have skills that would be helpful in 
any way. 

Mrs Margaret Birse, professional accountant from Linlithgow, continues 
in her appointed role as Independent Examiner and will collate our 
Annual Accounts. 

The Stated Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday 26 March after 
morning worship. 

The Kirk Session have agreed that our Designated Charities to support 
in 2017 are Alzheimer  Scotland and Tearfund. 
 
Easter – dates for your diary 
 

  9 April  Palm Sunday 
13 April  Maundy Thursday 
14 April  Good Friday 
15 April  Easter Saturday 
16 April  Easter Day 
 
Details of Holy Week Services will be announced nearer the time. 
 

Lorraine Brown 



  

SOCIAL  AND  FUNDRAISING 
 
Thanks you to all who contributed to the great amount of 
£3,340 which was raised in 2016 for the church. 
 
Dates for your diary: 
 
Friday 17 February (2pm)  Film Show – “Chitty Chitty Bang Bang” 
 
Friday 24 March (7pm)  Film Show (Film to be decided) 
 
Friday 9 May   A Musical-Supper evening is planned – 
    details nearer the time will in the Order  
    of Service 
 
Any suggestions for social and fundraising events can be given to any 
member of the team. 

Esther Monro 

 
CHARITIES 2017   
 
As you will have seen in Lorraine’s article, our chosen charities in 2017 
will be Alzheimer Scotland and Tearfund, and the following is a brief 
description of what each charity does.  
 
Alzheimer Scotland provides a wide range of specialist 
services for people with dementia and their carers, 
offering personalised support services, community 
activities, information and advice, at every stage of the 
dementia journey. 
 
The Tearfund website says “We're following Jesus 
where need is greatest, working through local churches to 
unlock people's potential and helping them to discover that 
the answer to poverty is within themselves. When disasters strike, we respond 
quickly. We won't stop until poverty stops.” 



  

FUTURE  FOCUS  FOR  ST  ANDREW’S 
ERSKINE 
 
As announced in the last edition of Concord, the  
Kirk Session has recruited Rob Rawson from Mission & Discipleship 
Council to guide us through the Future Focus programme over 
February and March this year. 
 
This will involve looking at the recent history of the congregation, 
thinking about the parish we serve and the resources we possess, and 
then setting some goals for our future work as a parish church. 
 
This exercise is best undertaken by as many members and friends of  
the congregation as possible, if it is to truly reflect our current state and 
future hopes. So we would like to encourage everyone who has an 
interest in the future of the congregation, whether a formal member  
or a regular attender of our services, to come along and make a 
contribution. 
 
Each meeting will focus on different aspects of our congregational life 
and we would like to encourage everyone to come to as many of the 
meetings listed below as possible. If you cannot manage to attend, we 
would still like to hear your views, and so the Future Focus Team will 
be making themselves available on Sundays to talk about what is 
happening. 
 
Rob Rawson will attend the service on Sunday 12 February to explain 
more. 
 
The meetings will be on 
 
Wednesday 22 February    7-9pm         ‘Where we’ve been and where we are’ 
Wednesday 8 March      7-9pm   ‘Who we are and what we’ve got’ 
Saturday 25 March            10am - 3pm  Setting our vision for the future 

(this will include lunch) 
 

 



  

Transport can be organised if necessary to allow as many people as 
possible to attend.  Please contact Hilary Arneil if you would like a lift 
(01383 852317) 

Other members of the planning team, who will be willing to answer 
questions or discuss this further are: Lorraine Brown, Margaret Harding 
and Maureen Smith. 
 

Muriel 
 
FLOWER  CIRCLE 

  5 March   Mrs A Fernie 
12 March   Mrs M Manning 
19 March   Mrs M Melrose 
26 March   Session 

March Distribution:  Jane Blackie 

  2 April   Craft Group     
  9 April   Men’s Group 
16 April   Mrs S Ross 
23 April   Ladies Group 
30 April   Mrs E McCallum 

April Distribution:  Volunteers    

   7 May   The Eatery    
14 May    Mrs J Innes 
21 May    Mrs M Knust 
28 May    Mrs N Dunlop 

May Distribution:   Volunteers     

If you would be willing to help occasionally with the distribution  
of flowers after the service or to donate flowers on a particular Sunday, 
please add your name to the Flower Rota on the notice board or speak 
to Rikky MacPhee.  You can see her in church or give her a call on  
01383 722544. 
 
Please consider taking one of the “vacant” slots on the Flower 
Calendar to donate flowers and ease pressure on the Flower Fund.  



  

WORDS  OF  THANKS  
 
Margaret and Ron Craighead would like to thank everyone 
for the lovely flowers received on the occasion of their 
Golden Wedding.  

Grace McGinness writes ... “Thank you very much for the lovely flowers I 
recently received from the church.  They were very much appreciated.” 

Doreen Keith would like to thank the church for the lovely flowers 
received. 

Moira and John Jamieson would like to express their appreciation for 
the beautiful flowers which they received.  “They helped to cheer us up at 
this very sad time of year for us.” 

Maureen Smith would like to say thank you for the flowers she received 
recently – they really cheered her up! 

Irene Marshalsey writes ...”I would like to say thank you for my beautiful 
flowers.” 

Louis and Elaine Douglas would like to say thank you to the church for 
the lovely flowers received and this cards received after his operation. 

Sandra and Alex Twaddle write ... “Would you please pass on our thanks for 
the lovely flowers and the good wishes sent to us during our recent illness.” 

Thanks for flowers have also been received from Elaine Shorthouse. 

Susan Bor writes ... 

Dear all 

I want to take the opportunity to say a heartfelt thank you for all your lovely 
thoughts, comments, cards and presents - this church has been in my life forever, but 
it became truly part of my family in the last few years. I have felt very privileged to be 
part of the journey with Muriel and feel so happy that our church is such a welcoming 
and healthy place - I am sure there will be more challenges to face, but I am sure you 
will meet them full on with the love and words of Jesus in your hearts.  
 
I will miss you all xxx 
 



  

LET  US  BUILD  A  HOUSE    
 
Report from Carol Finlay, Church of Scotland World 
Mission Council 
 
“I sense frustration at the moment when I speak to colleagues in the United Mission 
to Nepal (UMN) and ask ‘Have you started building houses yet?’ It is very hard 
for them to continually say that they have not. The issue appears to be that local 
Government in Dhading have not yet granted the permission to build and, without 
that, their hands are tied. Their frustration is, of course, not just because I keep 
asking the question, but that yet another winter is here and people in Nepal are still 
living in desperately poor temporary shelters following the earthquake of April 2015.  
 
However, UMN have not been sitting still.  They have now built paths, school and 
community buildings, ensured electricity and water have been delivered to areas where 
there was none, and prepared the masons to build the houses. Our houses will be for 
the most vulnerable and the disabled, those that even, when permission is granted, the 
Government will not help.  My frustration is that we can do nothing to help. The 
situation between Government and NGO’s in Nepal is a sensitive one, and 
campaigning may cause more harm than good at this point.  
  
However, one piece of good news is that we intend to take a trip to Nepal in 2018, 
possibly springtime, and will invite members of congregations to join us in that – 
there will be an opportunity then to visit UMN and see the scope of their work 
including a visit to Dhading, meet those living in the area and …hopefully see some 
houses.” 

 
Namaste  (Greetings) 
 
St Andrew’s Erskine has supported the fundraising effort by raising a 
phenomenal £5,500. This has been as a result of the generosity of our 
congregation, friends and the community.  

I will continue to keep you up to date with the efforts of United 
Mission to Nepal and what progress they are making. On their behalf, 
huge thanks, and let’s continue to pray for the community of Dhading. 
 

Fiona Todd 



  

DIRECTORY 

Minister   The Rev Muriel Willoughby  
71a Townhill Road      01383 738487 
email:  muriel.willoughby@btinternet.com  

Session Clerk   Lorraine Brown 
    91 Garvock Hill           01383 723002 

Deputy Session Clerk  Carolyn Simpson 
    93 Urquhart Crescent      01383 720651 

Treasurer   Christine McWilliam   
    24 Viewfield Terrace      07798 875618 

Roll Keeper   Gail Anderson  
    10 Daviot Road       01383 731614 

Organist   Elaine Shorthouse      01383 242848 
Church Administrator  Sonya Russell       01383 841660 
Email address   staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk  
Fabric    Jim Welsh       01383 853103  
Communication (Editor) Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Sunday School   Fiona Todd       01383 728057 
Crèche Co-ordinator  Christine Mitchell      01383 724267 
The Guild   Elizabeth McCallum      01383 726095 
Pastoral Care   Mary McCormack      01383 625198 
Hospitality   Hilary Arneil       01383 852317 
Fund Raising   Esther Monro       01383 300079 
Gift Aid   George Walker        01383 720637 
Partner Plan Correspondent 
  and Stewardship  Carolyn Simpson      01383 720651 
Christian Aid   Isobel Walker       01383 720637 
Flower Convener  Rikky McPhee       01383 722544 
Safeguarding   Sandra Stenhouse      01383 728116 

Brownies   Erin Fulton       07710 636797 
Rainbows   Sonya Russell       01383 725313 
Bellyeoman Toddlers  Jackie Cameron        07874 044465 
Ladies Group   Mary McCormack      01383 515188 
Men’s Group   Alex Twaddle       01383 737478 
Craft Group   Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Walking Group   Charlie Downie       01383 724728  

Scottish Registered Charity No SC007302 


