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DEADLINES 

All intimations for inclusion in the Sunday Order of Service should be 
handed into, or emailed to, the church office by 9.15am on Tuesday 
mornings.   

Church email address:  staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk 

Items for the Winter edition of ‘Concord’ should be with the Editor  
by Sunday 29 October 2017 for distribution from 12 November 2017.  

Articles for inclusion in the magazine should be sent to the Editor at 
eunice135@talktalk.net    

Alternatively, you may hand them directly to Eunice or telephone her 
on 01383 745828. 

 
 

 
CRAFT  GROUP 
 

The Craft Group had a stall at the Community Fair and, 
from the money raised there, together with the proceeds of 
the Coffee Morning in April, we were able to made a 
sizeable donation to church funds. 
 
If you would like to see what we do on a weekly basis, why not pop in 
one Thursday afternoon.  We meet at 2.30pm in the church hall and 
finish between 4pm and 4.30pm with a cuppa and a chat.  If transport is 
a problem, please let us know, and we’ll see what we can do to help. 
 
For further information, please contact Eunice Lacey on 01383 745828. 
 

Eunice Lacey 
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July 2017 
 
From the Minister ..... 
  
Dear Friends 
 
I am writing this after coming home from leading worship, including a baptism,  
in Lochgelly & Benarty St Serf’s. It was a memorable day as they, like us at  
St Andrew’s Erskine and many other congregations, do not have many opportunities 
to welcome young families for a baptism or dedication service.  
 
At both services we considered what baptism means to us as individuals and as 
congregations – being welcomed into God’s family, the Church. It was good to see 
friends and family coming along, and my prayer is that God somehow touched them 
today and will find ways of working in their lives as well as of the child who was 
baptised. 
 
It is good to get out of our comfort zones sometimes, as I find each time I go to lead 
worship at St Serf’s. I am sure Pamela Scott, the Parish Assistant from St Serf’s, 
enjoyed being with our congregation today and meeting new and familiar faces. After 
its summer break, Presbytery is making arrangements for the new session and 
reminders are going out to start our activities again, including a conference for school 
chaplains and our regular committee and Presbytery meetings. While Presbytery can 
sometimes be frustrating and appears to be bureaucratic, it is always a reminder that 
we are part of the bigger group of Christian folk than we see from week to week and, 
while taking us out of comfort zones, it can also open new opportunities for us to 
learn and serve God in new ways. 
 
We all need the support and help of others to be part of our Christian experience. As 
you will see elsewhere in this magazine, we are welcoming Margaret Mateos as a 
probationer Ordained Local Minister. She will need support and encouragement 
from me and the whole congregation during this final stage of her training. She might 
feel that she is out of her comfort zone, but that is part of the training for ministry - 
to help us grow and show us how to work with other people to build God’s Kingdom 
wherever we are. I am looking forward to working with Margaret (although perhaps 
not so much to the paperwork it will involve), and I hope that we will all learn from 
the experience.  



  

There is an old saying that God’s Word is meant to ‘comfort the disturbed and 
disturb the comfortable’. I pray that that will indeed be true for all of us as we face 
up to the challenges of a new session after the summer break. 
 

With my love and prayers  

 

 

 
---o0o--- 

 
 

WORDS  OF  THANKS 

Doreen Keith would like to say thank you for the lovely 
flowers received – “They really cheered me up.” 
 
Nancy Wemyss writes .. “Thank you to the church for the lovely flowers I 
received when I was unwell.  Also thank you for all your kind thoughts and for the 
visitors from the church during this time.  It helped to know that so many people were 
thinking about me.” 
 
Linda Russell would like to thank the church for the lovely flowers 
received. 
 
Isobel Walker wishes to express her thanks for the beautiful flowers 
received after her recent operation. Thanks too, for all the messages, 
cards and good wishes. 
 
Irene and Bill Marshalsey wish to thank the church for the lovely 
flowers – much appreciated. 
 
Maureen Smith would like to say thank you to everyone for the flowers, 
cards, visits and food following her recent operation. 
 
Thanks for flowers have also been received from Mary Fleming and 
Lilian Campbell.. 



  

SERVICES 

All services at 10.30am unless otherwise stated 
 

17 September  Reader:  Jim Welsh    

24 September  Reader:   Elizabeth McCallum 

  1 October  Reader:   Sheila Robinson 

  8 October  Reader:   Linda Russell 

15 October  Reader:  Carolyn Simpson  

22 October  Reader:  Lorraine Brown  

29 October  Reader:   Ian Mitchell  

  5 November  Reader:   Isobel Walker 

12 November   Reader:    Alasdair McCallum 

19 November  Reader:   Elaine Shorthouse 

26 November  Reader:   Hilary Arneil 

  3 December  Reader:   Louis Douglas 

10 December  Reader:   Christine Mitchell 

17 December  Reader:   Eunice Lacey 

24 December  Reader:    Jim Welsh 

31 December  Reader:  Elizabeth McCallum 

 

WALKING  GROUP 

A few more walks are planned before the winter sets in – 
nothing too strenuous -generally on the last Sunday of the 
month. 

The usual arrangements remain – meet in the church car park at 1.30pm 
to share transport. 

For further information, please see Charlie Downie. All are welcome! 



  

WELCOME  TEAMS 

10 & 17 September, 5 & 12 November  (Team 1) 

Banking   Jane Blackie  Eunice Lacey 
FWO   Ian Mitchell  Carolyn Simpson 
Others   Elizabeth McCallum Alasdair McCallum 
Laptop   Judith Dennis 
Sound   Keith Lacey 
 

24 September & 1 October, 19 & 26 November (Team 2) 

Banking   Louis Douglas  Esther Monro 
FWO   Isobel Walker  Sheila Robinson 
Others   Mary McCormack Joyce Bain 
Laptop   Margaret Harding 
Sound   Alex Twaddle 
 

8 & 15 October, 3 & 10 December   (Team 3) 

Banking   Alex Twaddle  Myra Knust 
FWO   Maureen Smith  Judith Dennis 
Others   Margaret Harding Linda Russell   
Laptop   Alan Willoughby 
Sound   Ian Mitchell 
 

22 & 29 October, 17 & 24 December  (Team 4) 

Banking   Margaret Young  Sandra Stenhouse 
FWO   Dave Young  Jim Welsh 
Others   Hilary Arneil  Margo Kindness 
Laptop   Kirsten Russell   
Sound   Lorraine Brown 

 

Preparation and Serving Communion Elements 
(10 September) 

Hilary Arneil*      Sandra Stenhouse 
Isobel Walker   Esther Monro 
 

Would the person marked with an asterisk please supply the bread. 



  

PARISH  REGISTER 

Deaths 

“Jesus said ‘I am the Resurrection and the life.  Those who live and believe in me 
will never die.’”  John 11: 25, 26. 

We record, with sympathy to their families and friends, the deaths of 
the following members of our community. 

Isabella Robertson                       Loch Street, Townhill                       

Roana Beveridge                        Canmore Lodge                                       

Janet (Nettie) Stuart*                 Gillie Court, Dunfermline        
                 
*  Means that this person was a member of the congregation 

 

New Members 

Grace and Ken Nicol    97 Queen Margaret Fauld 

    Transferred from Edinburgh Methodist 
    Church 
 
COMMUNITY  FAIR  
 
A big thank you to everyone who helped make the 
Community Fair on 10 June a success and to those who 
came along to support it. We had a variety of stalls along 
with a bouncy castle, and the Dunfermline Town Band provided the 
background music. It was lovely to see so many people from the local 
community there. The sum of £581.18 was generously donated and this 
is being split between our two chosen charities for this year Alzheimer 
Scotland and Tear Fund.   

Carolyn Simpson 

LIFE  AND  WORK   

Copies of “Life and Work” are on the display stand in the 
church foyer.  Subscriptions by post are available – please 
see the magazine for details. 



  

Dear Friends 
 
I am really looking forward to being part of your congregation 
and getting to know you over the next year. I thought I would 
share a little bit about my background with you, so here goes.  
 
I was brought up in Cowdenbeath, Foulford Road to be precise, 
and my parents were Andrew McEwen and Dorothy Wright.   
I have always been involved in the church from an early age. First of all I attended 
the West Parish Church Sunday School and then went to Cairns Parish when I was 
a little older. It was Cairns Parish Church in Cowdenbeath that I joined when I was 
18 years old.  
 
On leaving school I trained to be a nurse at Bangour General Hospital West 
Lothian.  During my nurse training I felt the call to work overseas and, shortly after 
qualifying, went to work for a year as a nurse in India with the Church of Scotland 
Youthshare Programme.  On my return I settled down in Arbroath, or so I thought. 
It was not to be - I could not settle and, then, after prayer and deliberation, I applied 
to the Church of Scotland to be a missionary.  
 
In 1984 I was sent to Malawi and worked there for three years.  It was in Malawi 
that I met my husband, who is from Mexico and was working as a doctor with the 
Presbyterian Church in America.  It took another 10 years though for us to tie the 
knot.  
 
On my return I trained to be a health visitor and, on qualifying, went to work in 
Thurso.  Eventually I returned home to Fife in 1998 to live in Lochgelly and work 
locally with NHS Fife.  
 
The next part of my faith journey took me to St Margaret’s Church Dunfermline  
in 2014, when I was exploring my call to the Ordained Local Ministry.  My first 
placement as an OLM candidate was at Tulliallan Kincardine Parish Church in 
2015, and I have just finished my second placement at Dunfermline Abbey.  I am 
currently a parity Elder in Dunfermline Presbytery. 
 
The Ordained Local Ministry is a part time ministry (10 hours plus a Sunday each 
week) and is non-stipendiary.  Ordained Local Ministers (OLM) are ministers of 



  

Word and Sacrament and are appointed by Presbytery, and the roles can vary 
depending on the need at the time.  For example, OLM’s may be attached to a 
congregation, to be line managed by the minister of the charge, appointed as locum 
minister to a vacant charge, or be used in a role which uses the skills of the OLM 
and fills a need within the Presbytery.  
 
OLM training involves completing a minimum of eight distance learning modules in 
religious studies as well as the Church of Scotland conference programme. These run 
alongside annual practical placements.  
 
I have now completed my study (distance learning) at Aberdeen University, and I am 
looking forward to commencing my probationary period with you.   
 
It has been a busy but exciting time for me, as I enjoy meeting new people, and feel 
very blessed to have been allowed to be part of so many church families. 
 
God Bless 
 
Margaret 

 

 

 
LADIES  GROUP 
 
In May a group went to Falkland Palace, where we had a 
very interesting tour and enjoyed the sun in the gardens;  
we had tea at Bridgend Garden Centre. 
 
In June we had our AGM and meal at the City Hotel.  We thanked 
Theresa Williamson, Mary McCormack and Avril Pringle for all their 
time on the Committee and welcomed Marion Broadfoot. 
 
We are at present arranging our new programme and welcome old and 
new members when we resume at 7.30pm on Monday 11 September. 
 

Linda Russell 



  

SOCIAL  AND  FUNDRAISING 
 
The Musical Supper Evening raised £379.70.  This was 
a very enjoyable evening, and many thanks to Elaine and 
Robert for providing the entertainment. 
 
The Baking Stalls over the weekend of the Community Fair in June 
raised £263.75.  Thanks to all who supported both these events. 
 
Forthcoming Events 

Saturday 19 August Coffee Morning from 10am to 12 noon 

Friday 29 September “Hillfoot Harmonies” concert at 7.30pm. 

Saturday 28 October Coffee Morning from 10am to 12 noon 

Sunday 26 November Light lunch after the morning service followed 
   by a Christmas Film Show 

Saturday 2 December Congregational Outing to see “Scrooge” at the 
   Alhambra, followed by a “chippy tea” in the 
   Church (optional). 

We look forward to seeing you all at any of the events you can come to. 
 

Esther Monro 

 
CHRISTIAN  AID 
 
£634 was raised this year by the Forth Bridge walk. 
Thanks again to all the walkers and to their loyal 
sponsors. 
 
The Church collection for Christian Aid realised the sum of £787.50, 
bringing our total for the two events to £1,421.50. Of course, the 
addition of Gift Aid will raise this sum considerably. Thank you to 
everyone for the generous donations. 

Isobel Walker 



  

FORWARD WITH FUTURE FOCUS 

 
Since the last article about how we plan to build on our 
experience of Future Focus, there has been a flurry of activity by a 
group of members who are keen to see this project bear fruit. 

 
Centred on the idea of the 
‘Caring Kilometre’ (all the 
caring establishments e.g. 
hospital, care homes, 
housing facilities for elderly 
and vulnerable adults, 
educational providers 
which are situated along 

the axis of Robertson/Bellyeoman Roads through the centre of our 
parish), visits have been made to all these facilities to observe what we 
can find out about them. We already have connections with many of 
these care providers and would like to build on our current 
relationships. The group is now considering how best to approach each 
organisation to find out how we can do that – can we help them and 
can they help us in some way to serve the community better? 

 
We are also hoping to provide a visual image that will show the 
connections within our community, so please watch this space and the 
weekly order sheet for more news. It is important that all members of 
the congregation feel part of this project and we will be asking for help 
over the coming months to help us get to know our neighbours and 
their needs. 

 
For more information please ask Lorraine, Carolyn, Eunice, Betsy, 
Maureen, Christine M, Judith, Alan, Linda or Muriel or come along to 
one of the meetings which will be publicised in the weekly sheet. 

Muriel 

“ ... can we help them and 

can they help us in some 

way to serve the 

community better?” 



  

SONGS OF PRAISE 
 
Dunfermline Presbytery held a Songs of Praise service at 
Tulliallan & Kincardine Church on Sunday 18 June in the 
evening, which was very well attended. This was a good 
opportunity not only to catch up with friends from other churches but 
to find out what is happening in those other churches in our area. 
 
As it was the start of Refugee Week, there was a display of artwork by 
some Syrian children caught up in the conflict. Many of the pictures 
depicted terrible scenes of what they had witnessed and what they 
thought of the situation through their eyes, and it made you realise just 
how lucky you are and how young children should never have to see the 
things they have. 
 
Many of the hymns reflected thoughts of others and, as well as singing 
many of the old favourites, there were also some newer hymns. 
After a break for tea, biscuits and a chance to blether, our Mission 
Partner, Kate Reynolds, who was home from Tiberius in Israel, spoke, 
not only about her life there, but also how the many religions there 
must find a way to live together. She gave a heart-warming example of 
how one time, after a bomb had gone off at an event, instead of 
dividing those of different religions, they came together and united 
through standing and singing hymns together.  
 
The evening finished with more hymn singing and more ‘Songs of 
Praise’. 
 

Carolyn Simpson 
 

---o0o--- 
 
 
Seen in a church magazine 
 
“The ability to speak several languages is an asset, but to be able to hold your tongue 

in one language is priceless.” 



  

KIRK  SESSION NEWS 
 
Margaret Mateos starts her 12 month probationary 
period with us in August, as she trains to be an Ordained 
Local Minister. 
Pray that she will be guided by the spirit to achieve all she hopes 
for. 

Messy Church event will take place in the church on 26 August.  
3.30pm – 5pm. 
Pray for young families in our local community 

Future Focus 
Members of the congregation have been “Walking the Parish” to observe 
what facilities are in our parish.  It is hoped to arrange a survey in the 
near future. 
Pray that our plans come to fruition. 

Finance  Treasurer Update 
Sonya Russell has taken on the role of finance administrator. 
Judith Dennis is now Letting convenor and Stuart Dennis is dealing 
with Salaries.  We do still require a Named Treasurer to oversee 
finances and are actively seeking help from Presbytery. 
Pray for Sonya, Judith and Stuart as they settle into their new 
roles.  Also pray that we find a Named Treasurer. 

Nepal 
The Church of Scotland World Mission Council, in partnership with 
United Mission to Nepal ( UHM ), has circulated an update on the 
situation with “Let us build a house Project” as there have been difficulties 
in rebuilding houses in Nepal. 

World Mission are asking congregations if they have objections to the 
funds raised now being used to build schools and related infrastructure. 
Please read the report enclosed with this edition of Concord. 
Pray for the people of Nepal that they receive the help they so 
badly need. 

There will be a slide show presentation on this at the Communion 
Service on Sunday 10 September. 

Lorraine Brown 



  

THE  GUILD 
 
The Guild resumes at 2pm on Tuesday 12 September, and 
the annual subscription of £10 will be payable on that date. 
 
The Guild is open to both men and women, and anyone wishing to join 
our fellowship or attend a particular meeting will be made most 
welcome. 
 
The programme for the winter session is as follows: 
 
12 September Welcome back and “Touch and Go” 

26 September Fire Safety 

10 October Elaine Shorthouse 
“Memories of a Cruise Ship Entertainer” 

24 October Admiral Thomas Cochrane  - “Hero or Villain?” 
  Alasdair McCallum 

  7 November Playlist for Life 

21 November Guild Discussion Topic 

  5 December Advent Reflections – The Rev Muriel Willoughby 

19 December Christmas Lunch  

Elizabeth McCallum 
 

‘THE  EATERY’ 

The café will reopen after our summer break on 
Thursday 17 August. We are open on Thursdays and 
Fridays from 11am to 2pm and would be delighted to 
welcome you. Why not come along and bring a friend to enjoy our 
freshly made light lunches and home baking.  We are always looking for 
extra pairs of hands, either to help at the cafe or to bake or make soup. 
If you would like to be involved or just want to know more please 
contact Hilary or any other member of the café team. 

Hilary Arneil 



  

FLOWER  CIRCLE 
 
  3 September   Vacant 
10 September   Mrs R MacPhee 
17 September   Mrs E McCallum 
24 September   Vacant 
 
September Distribution: Isobel Walker  
 
  1 October   Vacant     
  8 October   Mrs C Whitfield 
15 October   Mrs M Bowman 
22 October   Mrs I Ross 
29 October   Mrs E Lewcock 
 
October Distribution: Volunteers 
  
  5 November   Craft Group    
12 November   Vacant 
19 November   Mr W Stark 
26 November   Mrs L Russell  
 
November Distribution:  Margaret Young 
    
If you would be willing to help occasionally with the distribution  
of flowers after the service or to donate flowers on a particular Sunday, 
please add your name to the Flower Rota on the notice board or speak 
to Rikky MacPhee.  You can see her in church or give her a call on  
01383 722544. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



  

DIRECTORY 

Minister   The Rev Muriel Willoughby  
71a Townhill Road      01383 738487 
email: MWilloughby@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Session Clerk   Lorraine Brown 
    91 Garvock Hill           01383 723002 

Deputy Session Clerk  Carolyn Simpson 
    93 Urquhart Crescent      01383 720651 

Treasurer    
 
Roll Keeper   Gail Anderson  
    10 Daviot Road       01383 731614 

Organist   Elaine Shorthouse      01383 242848 
Church Administrator  Sonya Russell       01383 841660 
Email address   staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk  
Fabric    Jim Welsh       01383 853103  
Communication (Editor) Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Sunday School   Fiona Todd       01383 728057 
Crèche Co-ordinator  Christine Mitchell      01383 724267 
The Guild   Elizabeth McCallum      01383 726095 
Pastoral Care   Mary McCormack      01383 625198 
Hospitality   Hilary Arneil       01383 852317 
Fund Raising   Esther Monro       01383 300079 
Gift Aid   George Walker        01383 720637 
Partner Plan Correspondent 
  and Stewardship  Carolyn Simpson      01383 720651 
Christian Aid   Isobel Walker       01383 720637 
Flower Convener  Rikky McPhee       01383 722544 
Safeguarding   Sandra Stenhouse      01383 728116 
Brownies   Erin Fulton       07710 636797 
Rainbows   Sonya Russell       01383 725313 
Bellyeoman Toddlers  Jamie Irvine       07792 319232 
Ladies Group   Linda Russell       01383 732295 
Men’s Group   Alex Twaddle       01383 737478 
Craft Group   Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Walking Group   Charlie Downie       01383 724728  

Scottish Registered Charity No SC007302 


