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DEADLINES 

All intimations for inclusion in the Sunday Order of Service should be 
handed into, or emailed to, the church office by 9.15am on Tuesday 
mornings.   

Church email address:  info @standrewserskine.org.uk 

Items for the Summer edition of ‘Concord’ should be with the Editor  
by Sunday 6 May 2018 for distribution from 20 May 2018.  
Articles for inclusion in the magazine should be sent to the Editor at 
eunice135@talktalk.net    

Alternatively, you may hand them directly to Eunice or telephone her 
on 01383 745828. 

 

 
CHRISTIAN  AID 

The Forth Bridge Cross will take place on Saturday,  
28 April.  Registration opens at 1pm, but the walk 
begins at 2pm with a short talk and some music to 
cheer us on our way!   This year it is suggested that we wear RED for 
CHRISTIAN AID or come in fancy dress, as we walk in unity to fight 
poverty. Sponsor forms are now available. 

Isobel Walker 
 

YOUR  OFFERINGS 

Retiring collections at Harvest, Christmas and 
Communion services last year raised a total of £1,300.03, 
which has been divided between Tear Fund Scotland and 
Alzheimer Scotland. 
 

LIFE  AND  WORK   

Copies of “Life and Work” are on the display stand in the 
church foyer.  Subscriptions by post are available – please 
see the magazine for details. 

mailto:staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk
mailto:eunice135@talktalk.net


  

February 2018 
 
From the Minister ..... 

  
Dear Friends 
 

After a refreshing post-Christmas break in January, I am now 

looking ahead in the church calendar. Lent and Easter are fast 

approaching and this year it has been good to be working with 

Margaret Mateos as we plan for those seasons in the Christian year.  

In many ways Christmas seems a very long time ago. It is, however, 

good to make the effort to look back at our celebrations of the birth 

of Jesus so that we remember the connections between Christmas and 

Easter. Our Advent and Christmas theme of ‘light in the darkness’ 

reminded us of how God can provide us with light even when all 

around us seems dark. As we worked through Advent we heard how 

that has been God’s plan from the beginning of history – to bring the 

light of Jesus into the world to help us, and all people, to be the 

people he created us to be – full of the light of love, hope, joy and 

peace. 

Often we miss the connections between Christmas and Easter but, 

taking the theme of light further,  Holy Week and Easter will again 

show us times of light and darkness through the life of Jesus and his 

contemporaries. It is not easy to understand the work and will of 

God, and that is one reason we hope to help each other with this 

challenge by looking at the ‘Mystery of Everything’. This is the 

subject of the Lent study groups, based on the film of ‘The Theory of 

Everything’ about the life of Stephen Hawking, the physicist who has 

lived with the consequences of Motor Neurone Disease for 50 years. I 

am sure we will see the theme of ‘light and darkness’ appear as we 

study the bible passages and discuss our own responses to the 



  

mystery of life. This year we are bringing the study theme into our 

Sunday worship to help everyone engage in different ways with the 

theme. 

As we also take forward our ‘Future Focus’ programme with        

Rob Rawson and have a Kirk Session conference on 10
th

 March,        

I hope and pray that we will continue to see the light of God’s love 

and guidance shining in St Andrew’s Erskine. In the words of the old 

hymn ‘In this world is darkness, so let us shine’. 

I look forward to joining you in studying and celebrating the light  

of Christ as we move forward in the calendar and Christian year 

together. 
 

With my love and prayers  

 

 

 
---o0o--- 

 

 

MESSY  CHURCH  

Messy Christmas was held on Saturday 9 December - we 
celebrated Christmas with a variety of crafts, and quite  
a few very impressive angels and stars were produced.  
A beautiful frieze was completed, which then decorated 
our foyer for the rest of the Christmas Season. Then we all came 
together for refreshments followed by singing and the story of the first 
Christmas from the point of view of a very grumpy Inn  Keeper. 
 
Our next event, Messy Easter, will take place on Saturday 24 March from 
3.30pm to 5pm.  

  Hilary Arneil  
 



  

SERVICES 

All services at 10.30am unless otherwise stated 
 

  4 March   Reader:    Hilary Arneil 

11 March  Reader:   Louis Douglas 

18 March  Reader:   Christine Mitchell 

25 March  Reader:   Eunice Lacey 

   1 April  Reader:  Jim Welsh 

  8 April  Reader:  Elizabeth McCallum 

15 April  Reader:  Sheila Robinson 

22 April  Reader:  Marion Broadfoot 

29 April  Reader:  Linda Russell 

  6 May   Reader:  Carolyn Simpson 

13 May   Reader:  Lorraine Brown 

20 May   Reader:  Fiona Todd 

27 May   Reader:  Ian Mitchell 

  3 June   Reader:  Isobel Walker 

10 June   Reader:  Alasdair McCallum 

17 June   Reader:  Elaine Shorthouse 

---o0o--- 

SCOTTISH  BIBLE  SOCIETY 
 
At the end of the year a cheque for £30.65 was sent to the Scottish 
Bible Society. If you would like to contribute towards the work the 
society does encouraging engagement with the bible in Scotland or 
supporting overseas project, Hilary collects all your odd coppers 
throughout the year and once she has a reasonable amount passes it on.  



  

WELCOME  TEAMS 

25 February & 4 March, 22 & 29 April  (Team 1) 

Banking   Jane Blackie  Eunice Lacey 
FWO   Ian Mitchell  Carolyn Simpson 
Others   Elizabeth McCallum Alasdair McCallum 
Laptop   Judith Dennis 
Sound   Keith Lacey 

11 & 18 March, 6 & 13 May    (Team 2) 

Banking   Louis Douglas  Esther Monro 
FWO   Isobel Walker  Sheila Robinson 
Others   Mary McCormack  
Laptop   Margaret Harding 
Sound   Alex Twaddle 

25 March & 1 April, 20 & 27 May   (Team 3) 
 
Banking   Alex Twaddle  Myra Knust 
FWO   Maureen Smith  Judith Dennis 
Others   Margaret Harding Linda Russell   
Laptop   Alan Willoughby 
Sound   Ian Mitchell 

8 & 15 April, 3 & 6 June    (Team 4) 

Banking   Margaret Young  Sandra Stenhouse 
FWO   Margo Kindness  Jim Welsh 
Others   Hilary Arneil  Dave Young 
Laptop   Kirsten Russell   
Sound   Lorraine Brown 

Preparation and Serving Communion Elements 

Would the person marked with an asterisk please supply 
the bread. 

Judith Dennis             Myra Knust 
Maureen Smith  Sandra Stenhouse*  

Would the person marked with an asterisk please supply the bread. 
 



  

PARISH  REGISTER 

Deaths 

“Jesus said ‘I am the Resurrection and the life.  Those who live and believe in me 
will never die.’”  John 11: 25, 26. 

We record, with sympathy to their families and friends, the deaths of 
the following members of our community. 

 

Alexander Brown               Queen Margaret Fauld      19 September 2017    

 Margaret Don                    Thistle Street                     30 November 2017 

Mary Nisbet                        Leys Park Home                 6 December 2017 

Cecilia (Cis) Morrison*     Ross Street                         29 December 2017 

David Syme                        Craigmyle Street                 9 January 2018 

Sarah Ednie                        Townhill Road                   23 January 2018            

*  Means that this person was a member of the congregation 
 
Certificate of Transfer 

Andrew Drummond has transferred his membership to Kinross. 

 

 
 
COMMUNITY  NATIVITY 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped in any way at the 
Community Nativity -  it could not take place without all 
your assistance. Thanks too to all who came.  
 
Once again it was lovely to see everyone there and to see so many from 
the local community attend. 

Carolyn Simpson (Stewardship Team) 



  

Dear Friends 

A few weeks ago I opened the blinds and looked out of the window to a 
winter wonderland of white snow.  What amazed me was that the 
flakes were not only large but appeared very light and fluffy. They were sitting 
loosely on top of one another so you could see their delicate detail.   By the 
afternoon the snow was melting, and the spring bulbs were once again seen poking 
their heads above the soil, all of this reminding me of the diversity of God’s 
creation. 

It also made me think about the theme that we, as a congregation, are looking at 
for Lent, and that is “the mystery of God” There are many mysteries in life and, 
when we look at the wonder of creation, we can marvel at the delicate formation of 
snowflakes. How are they formed and why are they the shape they are?  

Plants are appearing, after lying dormant during the winter, and are now ready to 
burst into life and show off their beauty. How do such beautiful flowers grow from 
small simple bulbs and survive the cold harsh winter ground? 

It lets me see that nothing is impossible for God.  God has created such diversity. 
The world is constantly changing, sometimes so fast we can’t keep up.   

I am excited about the Lent Bible studies and exploring “the mystery of 
everything” based on the film “The Theory of Everything” and being able to 
spend time looking at mysteries which are part of the Bible. 

As we journey through Lent towards Easter, may we feel God changing us, 
guiding us, going before us.  The period of Lent is a time when we can reflect and 
open our minds to God’s presence.  

I hope this Easter brings you a time of renewed faith as well as a time of joy and 
strength in the resurrected Jesus. 

God bless 
 

Margaret 

 



  

PRAYER  TIME  AT  ST  ANDREW’S  ERSKINE 

I have been tremendously encouraged by the support that 
we have for the prayer group which meets in the chapel 
each Sunday morning at 10 o’clock. We have an average of 
seven or eight folk each week, sometimes reaching double 
figures, but the group changes according to other commitments people 
might have that day.  

In case you are someone who has thought about coming but are unsure 
what happens, can I explain our regular pattern? We have a quick catch 
up with news and hear about any general concerns that we might 
include in our prayers. We bring the prayer box from the foyer and give 
out any of the prayers to members of the group. I usually lead the group 
in prayer, allowing a short time of silence and then allowing time for the 
prayer requests to be read or others to add their own prayers before 
closing by praying for the congregation gathering for worship and for 
those unable to be with us that day. 

Recently we have noticed how few written requests we have been 
getting and would like to encourage everyone to consider using the box 
to let us know about people and situations that concern you at this time.  

The written requests are usually taken home by members of the group 
to help them focus on that prayer during the week. We do not need 
personal details, as we believe God already knows the situations we are 
praying about. 

So please do consider joining us in our quiet time that also helps us to 
prepare for our worship service. We look forward to seeing you soon! 

Muriel  

STAMP  APPEAL 

Please keep your used stamps coming – I collect them all year 
round. 

It is important to leave a reasonable border around the stamps and, 
please, no damaged ones. There is a basket for you to leave your stamps 
at the church front door. 

Linda Russell 



  

SOCIAL  AND  FUNDRAISING 

Last year we raised £2,915.16 for church funds;  thank you  
to everyone who contributed to this in any way, a great  
achievement! 

We finished the year with a group of us enjoying a  trip to the Alhambra 
followed by a ‘chippy’ tea back at church. We hope to have a similar 
outing later in the year. 

Dates for your diaries this year so far are: 

Saturday 24 February Coffee morning     10am – 12 noon 
In the café area 
Baking and Book Stalls 

Sunday 25 March Soup Lunch and Film Show    After morning 
 service 

Film yet to be decided 

We are also planning a Concert and  Quiz night - dates will be 
announced soon. 

Any ideas for an outing or fundraiser are always welcome.  

Esther Monro 

 
LADIES  GROUP 
 
We had a very successful Burns Supper in January – 
thanks to all the committee and Jane for preparing the 
meal.  Thanks also to Marion, Jane and Mary’s friend for 
trifles,  to Danny and Chris, our two pipers, and to 
Marion for her toast to the lassies. 

Future meetings at 7.30pm: 

12 February  Images of India 
12 March  Marie Curie Nurses 
  9 April  Lochgelly Heritage Trust 
 

Linda Russell 



  

KIRK  SESSION NEWS 

Our chosen local charity for 2018 is Kindred Scotland, and 
a designated international charity has yet to be chosen.   
Kindred is a charity for parents of children with complex needs;  they 
offer one to one support, ensuring families get their statutory 
entitlement and advocacy. 

Pray for families who have daily ongoing difficulties.  

There will be an opportunity to donate to this charity at each 
Communion and at various events throughout the year. 

This year’s Kirk Session Conference will be on Saturday 10 March, and 
ALL members of the congregation are invited to the morning session at 
10am, when Rob Rawson will lead us in a follow-up to Future Focus.  
The Kirk Session will continue with their own discussions in the 
afternoon.   

Please look at the Caring Kilometre banner, and pray for our Community. 

Messy Church continues with “Messy Easter” on 24 March and pray that  
this will be a day filled with fun and laughter. 

The Eatery team needs a new convenor after June this year.  Is this 
something you would like to help with?  If so please speak to Hilary or 
one of the café team. 

December 2017 saw the end of another financial year, and the Annual 
Report and Accounts will be presented to the Congregation at the 
Stated Annual Meeting on 18th March, preparation of which is not an 
easy task without a treasurer. 

If you, or anyone you know, has the skills, knowledge and time to assist 
with this please speak to Muriel or Lorraine.   
 

Lorraine Brown 
 



  

WORDS  OF  THANKS 

Evelyn McGregor would like to thank the church for the 
flowers she received.  “They were beautiful and a lovely surprise.” 

Jim and Jessie Ralston write ... “Please record our thanks for the 
beautiful flowers we recently received.” 

Janet Miller has written with thanks for the lovely flowers she received. 

Moira and John Jamieson write to say “Thank you so much for the lovely 
flowers received at Christmas.  They were very much appreciated and a great comfort 
at this sad time of year for us.” 

Betty Wilson writes ... “Thank you for the lovely flowers I recently received.” 

Carol Whitfield writes ..  “I would like to thank the Church for the lovely 
flowers received on the death of my brother.  They were much appreciated and brought 
great comfort.  Thanks again.” 

Sandra Twaddle writes ... “Please thank all in the church for the very kind 
thoughts and card received on my recent birthday and for the lovely flowers.” 

Irene and Bill Marshalsey would like to say a big thank you to the 
church for the beautiful flowers.  “We appreciated them very much.” 

Betsy Nicol writes ...”Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers you gave me.  
Every day they have given me joy.” 

Fiona Todd would like to give everyone a big thank you for the cards, 
home baking, marmalade and flower that she has received.  “Very kind 
and much appreciated.” 

Lena Smith writes ... “Thank you so much for the flowers – they were very much 
appreciated and cheered me up, for I was feeling a bit down that day with the cold.  
Thanks again.”  

Elaine and Louis Douglas would like to say thank you for the lovely 
flowers received as Elaine was recovering from illness.  “We very much 
appreciated the kind thoughts.” 

Thanks for flowers have also been received from Lilian Campbell and 
Ella Headrick. 

 



  

CRAFT  GROUP 

 
We are currently preparing for our annual Coffee Morning 
on Saturday 21 April, when we like to share with everyone 
our love of crafts.   
 
As usual, tickets (which will be on sale nearer the time) will cost £2 
(children free), which entitles you to refreshments, the chance for some 
crafty retail therapy and a look at some of the work done over the last 
year by members of the group.  As always, proceeds will be donated to 
church funds.   
 
If you would like to see what we do on a weekly basis, why not pop in 
one Thursday afternoon.  We meet at 2.30pm in the church hall and 
finish between 4pm and 4.30pm with a cuppa and a chat.  If transport is 
a problem, please let us know, and we’ll see what we can do to help. 
 
For further information, please contact Eunice Lacey on 01383 745828. 

Eunice Lacey 

 
WORLD  DAY  OF  PRAYER 
 
Every year, in or around the first Friday in March, 
Christians around the world of all ages and denominations 
gather in large or small groups, using the same basic form of worship 
written by women of a different country each year;  the theme is chosen 
by the World Day of Prayer International Committee. 

This year the event will be on Friday 2 March and the theme is  
“All God’s creation is very good.” 

Please consider attending one of the local events, as shown below: 

Dunfermline Abbey  Friday 2 March            2.15pm  
Salvation Army, Wellwood Friday 2 March           7.15pm 
North Parish Church  Saturday 3 March - Craft 2.00pm 
          -  Service      3.00pm  
 



  

 
EASTER  DATES  FOR  YOUR  DIARY 

Sunday      4 March       The mystery of God’s care 
Sunday  11 March          The mystery of wisdom 
Sunday  18 March The mystery of weakness 

             (Communion & Stated Annual Meeting) 
Sunday  25 March         The mystery of the cross  

(Passion Sunday) 
 

Thursday 29 March  (7pm)      Maundy Thursday communion 
Friday   30 March  (7pm)       Good Friday reflections 
Saturday           31 March  (7pm)      Easter Saturday  vigil 
Sunday               1 April          Easter Day service 
 
 
 
THE  GUILD 
 
The Guild closed the session with an enjoyable Christmas 
lunch at the Pitbauchlie Hotel.  We also raised £90 for 
Presbytery’s “A Place at the Table” project.   

We were also pleased to welcome two new members during the session. 

The Guild resumed on Tuesday 6 February with a speaker from the 
National Guild Project, “Friends Together”, which we are supporting this 
year.  We also had a “Touch and Go” fundraiser. 

The programme for this session is as follows: 

  6 March World Day of Prayer  (See also separate article) 
20 March “Working on the Wild Side” – Ian Mitchell 
  3 April Spring Lunch and AGM 
17 April “The Golden Age” – Sheila Robinson 
  1 May  “Over by Christmas” – Christine Mitchell 
15 May   Guild Outing 

Anyone interested is very welcome to join us. 

Elizabeth McCallum 



  

FLOWER  CIRCLE 

  4 March   Mrs A Fernie 
11 March   Vacant 
18 March   Mrs M Melrose 
25 March   Vacant 
 
March Distribution:  Jane Blackie 

  1 April   Mrs S Ross    
  8 April   Men’s Group 
15 April   Craft Group 
22 April   Ladies Group 
29 April   Mrs E McCallum 

April Distribution:  Volunteers   

  6 May    The Eatery   
13 May    Mrs J Innes 
20 May    Mrs M Knust 
27 May    Vacant 

May Distribution:   Volunteers      

If you would be willing to help occasionally with the distribution  
of flowers after the service or to donate flowers on a particular Sunday, 
please add your name to the Flower Rota on the notice board or speak 
to Rikky MacPhee.  You can see her in church or give her a call on  
01383 722544. 

 
‘THE  EATERY’ 

Since the Christmas holidays the café has been doing well, and 
it has been lovely to welcome a few new customers.  

We will be closed on Good Friday but will be open as normal 
for the rest of the Easter holidays.  

Unfortunately we have as yet been unable to find someone to take over 
as convenor when Hilary gives up in June. The job could be shared between 
two people and Hilary is happy to chat to anyone who is interested.  

Hilary Arneil 



  

DIRECTORY 

Minister   The Rev Muriel Willoughby  
71a Townhill Road      01383 738487 
email: MWilloughby@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Session Clerk   Lorraine Brown 
    91 Garvock Hill           01383 723002 

Deputy Session Clerk  Carolyn Simpson 
    93 Urquhart Crescent      01383 720651 

Treasurer 

Roll Keeper   Gail Anderson  
    10 Daviot Road       01383 731614 

Lettings Convenor  Judith Dennis         07874854929 
    email: lettingsconvenor@standrewserskine.org.uk 

Organist   Elaine Shorthouse      01383 242848 
Church Administrator  Sonya Russell       01383 841660 
Email address   staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk  
Fabric    Jim Welsh       01383 853103  
Communication (Editor) Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Sunday School   Fiona Todd       01383 728057 
The Guild   Elizabeth McCallum      01383 726095 
Pastoral Care   Mary McCormack      01383 625198 
Hospitality   Hilary Arneil       01383 852317 
Social and Fund Raising Esther Monro       01383 300079 
Gift Aid   George Walker        01383 720637 
Partner Plan Correspondent 
  and Stewardship  Carolyn Simpson      01383 720651 
Christian Aid   Isobel Walker       01383 720637 
Flower Convenor  Rikky MacPhee       01383 722544 
Safeguarding   Sandra Stenhouse      01383 728116 
Brownies   Erin Fulton       07710 636797 
Rainbows   Sonya Russell       01383 725313 
Bellyeoman Toddlers  Jamie Irvine       07792 319232 
Ladies Group   Linda Russell       01383 732295 
Men’s Group   Alex Twaddle       01383 737478 
Craft Group   Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Walking Group   Isobel Walker       01383 720637 

Scottish Registered Charity No SC007302 

mailto:lettingsconvenor@standrewserskine.org.uk

