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DEADLINES 

All intimations for inclusion in the Sunday Order of Service should be 
handed into, or emailed to, the church office by 9.15am on Tuesday 
mornings.   

Church email address:  info @standrewserskine.org.uk 

Items for the Autumn edition of ‘Concord’ should be with the Editor  
by Sunday 5 August 2018 for distribution from 19 August 2018.  
Articles for inclusion in the magazine should be sent to the Editor at 
eunice135@talktalk.net    

Alternatively, you may hand them directly to Eunice or telephone her 
on 01383 745828. 
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May 2018 
 
From the Minister ..... 

  
Dear Friends 
 

I noticed that my last letter in Concord was looking forward to the 

Easter season and our theme of the ‘mystery of everything’, which 

was challenging and thought provoking but, at the same time, 

comforting in reassuring us that we cannot and will never understand 

everything – only God can do that. 

Looking ahead seems to be a major part of my life and ministry just 

now. I am now in my fifth year at St Andrew’s Erskine and feel that 

we have bonded well as a congregation and can look forward to 

worshipping and serving our community together with confidence. 

However, as I mentioned recently in a sermon, the Church of 

Scotland in general is facing challenging times with fewer, older 

members and a shrinking number of ministers, and we realise that 

things cannot continue as they have ‘aye been’. We know from our 

own experience of not finding a treasurer that there are fewer folk 

able and willing to serve, and so we will need to change our ways of 

thinking and doing things, if the church is to continue with its core 

role of enabling people to worship and experience God’s love. 

The Church of Scotland, along with many churches in Europe and 

America, is facing the need to change, perhaps quite radically, if we 

are to continue to be relevant and obedient to Jesus’ call to ‘go and 

make disciples’.  

After attending a day conference with Margaret, Carolyn and some 

others from Dunfermline congregations, based on a book called 



  

‘Canoeing the Mountains’ (for details do ask me more,) I have come 

away more convinced than ever that the Church needs to change at 

local (congregation), regional (presbytery) and national levels, if we 

are to carry out our core mission of sharing the gospel with our 

world today. 

I am not intending to make any major changes in the near future but 

feel that we should all be considering and praying about what God 

wants us to do as individuals and as part of these larger bodies. 

When we read our bibles and learn about God’s empowerment of 

leaders and people down the ages, then we too can be encouraged to 

put our trust in Him to guide us and empower us through his Holy 

Spirit to be active and enthusiastic followers of Jesus.  

Please ask me, Margaret or Carolyn about the conference and the 

book and give us your views about how we might all be able to 

change as we face the future of our mission together. 

 

With my love and prayers  

 

 

 
                      ---o0o--- 

MESSY  CHURCH  

Messy Easter was a huge success and we welcomed 
many new families. It was very busy, and everyone 
seemed to have a good time. There were lots of 
fantastic crafts, and our Easter Garden story was greatly 
enhanced by some very enthusiastic audience participation.  

Our next Messy Church event will be on Saturday 25 August 
From 3.30pm to 5pm.  

Hilary Arneil  



  

SERVICES 

All services at 10.30am unless otherwise stated 
 

  3 June   Reader:  Isobel Walker 

10 June   Reader:  Alasdair McCallum 

17 June   Reader:  Elaine Shorthouse 

24 June   Reader:  Hilary Arneil 

  1 July   Reader:  Louis Douglas 

  8 July   Reader:  Christine Mitchell 

15 July   Reader:  Eunice Lacey 

22 July   Reader:  Jim Welch 

29 July   Reader:  Elizabeth McCallum 

  5 August  Reader:  Sheila Robinson 

12 August:  Reader:  Marion Broadfoot 

19 August  Reader:  Linda Russell 

26 August  Reader:  Carolyn Simpson 

  2 September  Reader:  Lorraine Brown 

  9 September  Reader:  Fiona  Todd 

16 September  Reader:  Ian Mitchell   

 



  

WELCOME  TEAMS 

3 & 10 June, 29 July & 5 August    (Team 4) 

Banking   Margaret Young  Sandra Stenhouse 
FWO   Margo Kindness  Jim Welsh 
Others   Hilary Arneil  Dave Young 
Laptop   Kirsten Russell   
Sound   Lorraine Brown 

17 & 24 June, 12 & 19 August    (Team 1) 

Banking   Jane Blackie  Eunice Lacey 
FWO   Ian Mitchell  Carolyn Simpson 
Others   Elizabeth McCallum Alasdair McCallum 
Laptop   Judith Dennis 
Sound   Keith Lacey 

1 & 8 July, 26 August & 2 September   (Team 2) 

Banking   Louis Douglas  Esther Monro 
FWO   Isobel Walker  Sheila Robinson 
Others   Mary McCormack Fiona Todd 
Laptop   Margaret Harding 
Sound   Alex Twaddle 

15 & 22 July, 9 & 16 September    (Team 3) 
 
Banking   Alex Twaddle  Myra Knust 
FWO   Maureen Smith  Judith Dennis 
Others   Margaret Harding Linda Russell   
Laptop   Alan Willoughby 
Sound   Ian Mitchell 

Preparation and Serving Communion Elements 

Would the person marked with an asterisk please supply the 
bread. 

Ian  Mitchell*          Sheila Robinson 
Fiona  Todd  Isobel Walker  

Would the person marked with an asterisk please supply the bread. 
 



  

PARISH  REGISTER 

Deaths 

“Jesus said ‘I am the Resurrection and the life.  Those who live and believe in me 
will never die.’”  John 11: 25, 26. 

We record, with sympathy to their families and friends, the deaths of 
the following members of our community. 

 

Patrick Johnston           Aberdeen                           27
 
February  

 Betty Martin*            formerly Grantsbank             5 April  

Arwin Ryan                Leys Park Home                 18 April  

*  Means that this person was a member of the congregation 
 
Certificate of Transfer 
 
Bill & Irene Marshalsey have transferred to Edinburgh. 
 
New Member 
 
Hazel Moultrie has been admitted by Resolution of the Kirk Session. 
 

---o0o--- 
 
 
 
THE  GUILD 
 
The Guild finished the session with its outing to Abernethy 
on 15 May, and will resume again in September. 
 
Anyone wishing to join us will be made most welcome. 
 

Elizabeth McCallum 



  

Dear Friends 

My time with you is drawing to a close, and I can’t believe how 
quickly the year has gone in. I would like to say thank you to 
everyone for making my time with you so enjoyable;  it has 
been good sharing experiences, learning from each other and 
having fun at the same time.  
 
I love this time of the year - the days are long, and the weather is 
eventually getting warmer. What I really enjoy is watching the new 
growth in the garden, even though I am not a great gardener, and plants 
have to be hardy to survive my skills (or lack of them).  
 
I was intrigued to see on the front cover of the latest copy of “Gardeners 
World,” a statement saying “Plants you can’t kill!  Never lose a plant again 
with Alan’s born survivors.” Sounded like my kind of plant, as well as a 
challenge. Was there really a plant I could not kill off?  
 
I eagerly searched for the correct page inside and found  
“the indestructibles” It said fill your garden with born survivors by 
following the guide for choosing plucky plants that are almost 
impossible to kill.  
 
Scanning the list of plants, my enthusiasm began to wane, as I 
discovered I had had some of the species mentioned and, yes, some of 
them have not done too well.  
 
The time of new growth in the garden is happening at the same as  
we are looking at the growth of the early church during our Sunday 
worship. I was reminded about how the Jewish and Roman authorities 
thought that, by killing Jesus, everything would revert back to normal;  
His followers would all go home and back to their lives before Jesus.  
 
But nothing could ever be the same again. Jesus was, and is, 
“indestructible”.  Instead of his death being the end, it was just the 
beginning;  His message could not be destroyed.  



  

Since the disciples took on their new responsibilities of spreading the 
Good News of Jesus, the church has spread to all corners of the Earth. 

Throughout the centuries, authorities in various parts of the world have 
tried to silence the Christian church but none have managed. The 
power of God is stronger than human strength.  

Today we sometimes become despondent at the news we hear about 
the state of the Church, but, just as we need to give our gardens some 
care and attention if the plants are to survive, we also need to nurture 
our faith, keep praying and put our trust in God. He will guide us as to 
how the Church will grow and flourish in today’s world. 

God Bless 

Margaret 

 

LADIES  GROUP 
 
In February Alison Baxter gave an interesting talk on her 
trip to India with the Trefoil Guild;  in March, Jennifer 
Gayle told of her experiences as a fundraiser for Marie 
Curie and, at our April meeting,  Eileen McKenna gave a 
talk on her work with the Lochgelly Heritage Trust.  Our session will 
finish with the AGM, which will take place on 11 June in the City 
Hotel.  
 
We are also having a bric-a-brac stall at the Community fair in June and 
are always looking for items.  

Linda Russell 
 
 
LIFE  AND  WORK   

Copies of “Life and Work” are on the display stand in the 
church foyer.  Subscriptions by post are available – please 
see the magazine for details. 



  

KIRK  SESSION NEWS 

War Memorials 

We have six War Memorial plaques, which have been in 
storage since removal from our old building, and these are in varying 
degrees of deterioration.  The Kirk Session, in consultation with the 
War Memorials Trust, has agreed to have these restored, and available 
for display. 
 
Future Focus 

Rob Rawson guided us through an update of our Future Focus plans  
to learn how better to engage with our local community, specifically 
the establishments and people within our Caring Kilometre.  More 
information to follow.   Watch this space and the Order of Service. 
Pray for all in our local community. 
 
Alzheimer’s Scotland Memory Lane Group 

This group meets every Wednesday afternoon from 2pm till 4pm, and 
anyone living with dementia is welcome to come along.  The group is  
also seeking a musician to enhance these meetings. 
Pray for all who are living with dementia. 
 
Worship workshops  

Throughout May, our minister is arranging training sessions on 
Worship, so that we can be more self-sufficient in covering services 
when she is on holiday.  This is open to all  - anyone interested, please 
speak to Muriel. 
Pray for our minister and all who lead worship. 
 
Messy church 

The last event was a great success.  
Pray for more success at the next event at the end of summer 
Pray for all families and young children 
 
 



  

Lets  

Our building continues to be used by many different groups during the 
week and is reaching full capacity. 
Pray for all those who come to our building for whatever reason. 
 
Stewardship 

Plans are being discussed for a Season of Generosity in the Autumn – 
more details to follow.  Watch this space, and .... 
Pray for a successful outcome  
 
Hospitality 

A volunteer leader is urgently needed for the Eatery/Hospitality team.  
If this is something you would like to become involved in, please speak 
to Hilary Arneil. (Contact details on reverse of Concord.) 
 
Finance 

We still do not have a named treasurer.  We are grateful to  
Sonya Russell, who deals with the day to day payments etc.   
Pray that the right people can be found to help with these 
important tasks. 
 
Dunfermline Presbytery 

Angela Grant, our new Presbytery Young People’s Ministry Support 
Worker, is promoting the Year of Young People.  She is planning a variety 
of local church events to engage with families and young people.  
Pray for her work to bear fruit. 
 
Dunfermline Presbytery is holding a Safeguarding and Data 
Protection conference in May.  Data Protection is a legal 
responsibility taken seriously by the church..  Our members’ names  
and addresses are held securely for St Andrews Erskine church 
purposes only and are never passed on to any third parties.  
 

Lorraine Brown 



  

WORDS  OF  THANKS 

Charlie Stewart would like to thank the church for the 
flowers he received following his birthday in February. 

May Bowman really appreciated the flowers she received 
recently at a very sad time of the year. 

Doreen Keith writes ...”Just a note to thank you so much for the beautiful 
flowers you gave me.  Every day they have given me joy.” 

Margaret Craighead writes ...  “Thank you very much for the lovely flowers and  
cards I received recently for my birthday.” 

Isobel Finlay writes ... “Thank you for the lovely flowers I received from the 
church last Sunday.  They were very much appreciated.” 

Jean and Tom Bennet write ... “Just a wee note to thank you all for the 
beautiful flowers we received.  They were very much appreciated.” 

Esther Monro writes with thanks for the lovely flowers received. 

Maureen Smith would like to say thank you for the flowers she received 
on a doubly sad anniversary. 

Sandra Stenhouse writes ... “Thank you for the lovely flowers received on my 
special birthday. It was a very kind thought.” 

Judith Dennis writes ... “Thank you very much for the beautiful flowers.  What 
a lovely thoughtful gesture.  Much appreciated.” 

Isobel Ross would like to say thank you for the flowers she received 
recently.  She had not been very well, so the flowers cheered her up and 
made her feel much better. 

Irene and Bill Marshalsey wish to say “goodbye” to everyone.  “We are 
missing our friendly church and minister, Muriel - and thank you Rikky for the 
lovely flowers.” 

 
Thanks for flowers have also been received from Mary Fleming and  
Mollie Simpson. 
 
 



  

COMMUNITY  FAIR    

As you all know, the Community Fair this year is taking 
place on Saturday 9 June from 10am to 12.30pm.  

Once again we will have stalls, a bouncy castle, 
refreshments etc, and we hope you will all come along to 
see what is going on. 

If anyone would like a table that has not already said so, please see 
Carolyn Simpson (01383 720651) as soon as possible. Anyone not 
already involved, but who would like to help, again please see Carolyn 
or any member of the Stewardship team. Thank you. 
 

Carolyn Simpson, Stewardship Team 
 
WALKING  GROUP 

At a recent meeting, it was decided to have a few 
evening walks this season. The first will be held on 
Thursday, 24th May, meeting at the church at 6.30pm 
for a local walk, which will last about 2 hours. 

The next walk will be held on Sunday, 3 June, when we will meet in the 
church car park at 1.30pm as usual . The route has yet to be decided, 
but details will be in the Order of Service nearer the time. 

All welcome. 

Isobel Walker 
 

CHRISTIAN  AID 

Twelve people enjoyed the Forth Bridge walk on 
Saturday, 28 April. After a wet morning, the bright, 
breezy afternoon was perfect for walking. At time of 
writing, £686.50 has been handed in. Of this, £448 has been gift aided 
which brings the total up to almost £700. Some money has yet to be 
collected. Sincere thanks to all who contributed, either by walking or 
sponsoring, to this magnificent amount. 

Isobel Walker 



  

CRAFT  GROUP 

 
We held a successful Coffee Morning in April and were 
able to make a donation of £300 to church funds.  Thanks 
to everyone who supported us. 

Our focus is now on the Community Fair on 9 June, when we will again 
have a table with items for sale.  So, if you missed the Coffee Morning, 
there’s still a chance to pick up some crafty bargains.  

If you would like to see what we do on a weekly basis, why not pop in 
one Thursday afternoon.  We meet at 2.30pm in the church hall and 
finish between 4pm and 4.30pm with a cuppa and a chat.  If transport is 
a problem, please let us know, and we’ll see what we can do to help. 

Our session finishes on 21 June and will resume on 21 September. 

For further information, please contact Eunice Lacey on 01383 745828. 

Eunice Lacey 

SOCIAL  AND  FUNDRAISING 
 
Our February Coffee Morning raised £405, the Soup Lunch 
and Film Show held in March raised £166, and the Quiz 
Night in April raised £231.65 – all for Church funds.   

We should like to say thank you to all who helped to make these events 
such a great success. 
 
A date for your diary! 

We will be welcoming “The WalkinTodds” for a Concert on Friday  
21 September. 

The group plays Scottish Folk as well as Gospel style music, and we 
hope to see as many there as possible. 

Further information will be in the Order of Service nearer the time. 
 

Esther Monro 
 



  

FLOWER  CIRCLE 

  3 June    Mrs N  Dunlop 
10 June    Mrs E Lacey 
17 June    Mrs E Lewcock 
24 June    Vacant 

June Distribution:  Volunteers 

  1 July    Vacant   
  8 July    Mrs M Young 
15 July    Mrs H Arneil 
22 July    Mrs E Monro 
29 July    Mrs E Headrick 

July Distribution:  Myra Knust   

  5 August   Miss C Simpson   
12 August   Mrs S Lyell 
19 August   Mrs S Stenhouse 
26 August   Mrs E Lewcock 

August Distribution:   Volunteers      

If you would be willing to help occasionally with the distribution  
of flowers after the service or to donate flowers on a particular Sunday, 
please add your name to the Flower Rota on the notice board or speak 
to Rikky MacPhee.  You can see her in church or give her a call on  
01383 722544. 
 

‘THE  EATERY’ 

The café will close for the summer after business on 
Friday 29 June.  

We still do not have anyone to take over the position of 
Convenor and Hilary would be happy to discuss what it entails with 
anyone who is interested. We have someone willing to do the rotas and 
the rest of the job could easily be shared between two people.  
The café is a important part of our church work, please give this 
situation some thought.  

Hilary Arneil 



  

DIRECTORY 

Minister   The Rev Muriel Willoughby  
71a Townhill Road      01383 738487 
email: MWilloughby@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Session Clerk   Lorraine Brown 
    91 Garvock Hill           01383 723002 

Deputy Session Clerk  Carolyn Simpson 
    93 Urquhart Crescent      01383 720651 

Treasurer 

Roll Keeper   Gail Anderson  
    10 Daviot Road       01383 731614 

Lettings Convenor  Judith Dennis         07874854929 
    email: lettingsconvenor@standrewserskine.org.uk 

Organist   Elaine Shorthouse      01383 242848 
Church Administrator  Sonya Russell       01383 841660 
Email address   staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk  
Fabric    Jim Welsh       01383 853103  
Communication (Editor) Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Sunday School   Fiona Todd       01383 728057 
The Guild   Elizabeth McCallum      01383 726095 
Pastoral Care   Mary McCormack      01383 625198 
Hospitality   Hilary Arneil       01383 852317 
Social and Fund Raising Esther Monro       01383 300079 
Gift Aid   George Walker        01383 720637 
Partner Plan Correspondent 
  and Stewardship  Carolyn Simpson      01383 720651 
Christian Aid   Isobel Walker       01383 720637 
Flower Convenor  Rikky MacPhee       01383 722544 
Safeguarding   Sandra Stenhouse      01383 728116 
Brownies   Erin Fulton       07710 636797 
Rainbows   Sonya Russell       01383 725313 
Bellyeoman Toddlers  Jamie Irvine       07792 319232 
Ladies Group   Linda Russell       01383 732295 
Men’s Group   Alex Twaddle       01383 737478 
Craft Group   Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Walking Group   Isobel Walker       01383 720637 

Scottish Registered Charity No SC007302 
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